HEARTLANDS

CONSERVANCY

Prairie Du Pont Watershed Plan

Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Meeting #5 Summary
Kappa House | East St. Louis, lllinois

Tuesday, August 22, 2023 at 1:30 PM

TAC Members in Attendance:

Christine Davis, lllinois Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA)
Arthur Kaweesi, lllinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR)
Jason Reddy, lllinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR)

Paul Rydlund, USGS

Joe Stitely, lllinois Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA)

Shawn Sullivan, US Army Corps of Engineers

Janette Marsh, US EPA Environmental Justice, Region 5

Jim W. Nold, Hurst-Rosche

Carson McNamara — lllinois Department of Natural Resources (IDNR)
John Sloan, National Great Rivers Research and Education Center (NGRREC)
Monica Bristow, Department of Commerce and Economic Opportunity

Others in Attendance:
Lexi Cortes, Belleville News-Democrat
Kelly Smits, Belleville News-Democrat

Technical Advisors Participating Virtually:

Natalia Ospina, Natural Resource Defense Council (NRDC)
Alexa Burnett, US EPA

Elena Haynes, Office of U.S. Senator Dick Durbin

Kalila Jackson, Equal Housing Opportunity Council (EHOC)
Olivia Davidson, US EPA, Region 5

Elizabeth Poole, US EPA, Region 5

Project Team Members in Attendance:

Laura Lyon, Vice President of Impact and Strategy, HeartLands Conservancy
John O’Donnell, Water Programs Manager, HeartLands Conservancy

Jesus Sanchez, Environmental Programs Technician, HeartLands Conservancy
Scott Dunakey, Community Planning & Policy Manager, HeartLands
Conservation



John Sloan, National Great Rivers Research and Education Center (NGRREC)
MaryAnn Taylor Crate, Added Dimension, LLC

Kayla Allen, Added Dimension, LLC

Ronnie Paul, Heneghan and Associates

Meeting resources and materials can be found at: https://heartlandsconservancy.org/pdp/

Notes From Meeting:

For the meeting recording and PPT presentation, go to:
https://heartlandsconservancy.org/pdp

Welcome and introductions were facilitated by John O’'Donnell.

John O’Donnell started with a statement of acknowledgments. He then gave an overview of the
plan elements which include strengths, challenges, benefits, and solutions (at various scales
and by various methods). The committee then reviewed the drafted final goals for discussion as
well as the parcel map of recommendations.

Questions & Comments:

Shawn Sullivan asked when comments on the final goals would be due. John answered they are
due in time to compile for the Sept. 19 Open House #3. So no later than September 11th.

It was asked how the goals would be implemented given the different agencies, organizations,
and communities. It was mentioned that a big challenge has been a lack of participation by St.
Clair Co. even though they would appear to be the obvious lead organization. A follow-up
question was asked on why the County has not been involved. John answered that they had
been invited to participate in these meetings and participated in some but hadn’t come lately. He
noted that this is a big transition moving forward that will require the continued involvement of
residents and agencies to stay vigilant and work together to carry the implementation of the plan
forward.

Grant funding for different projects (external to the watershed plan) should be utilized to keep
the plan current and track progress toward implementation.



Janette Marsh stated that EPA does not implement watershed plans, but delegates to the state.
So, an organization or agency needs to take ownership of the plan so there is a responsible
party to head implementation, along with recommended partners for each component to guide
finer-grain implementation and serve as community resources. Leadership should be
encouraged from the ground up.

A question was asked on which projects would be recommended for specific areas. John
answered that a list of priority projects will be developed based on feedback from committees
before the Sept. 19 Open House.

Announcements & Updates:

TAC Committee members should continue to coordinate and share information after the plan is
done.

WPC Committee members should consider reorganizing an oversight committee to discuss and
review upcoming projects and work done in the watershed, especially the focus areas.

Updated packets of recommendations and plan elements will be delivered electronically and
physically to those who wish to review and provide feedback.

Open House #3 is scheduled for September 19, 2023, from 5:30pm to 8:00 PM at the Kappa
House




