
What are some of the 
causes of water pollution in the 
Prairie du Pont Watershed?

 Soil erosion and its associated 

sediment comes from cropland

 Stream erosion

 Poorly maintained septic tanks  

on private property

 Combined sewers, which carry 

both stormwater and sewage

 Water seeping into and out of  

cracked and aging sewer pipes

 Improper waste management

 Trash, littering and dumping

 Industrial and oil leaks

 Stormwater runoff from roads

 Fertilizers from yards

Water Pollution Indicator Species

The Prairie Du Pont Watershed Plan recommends a reduction 
in sediment and nutrient reductions, as well as increase in 
specific land cover types to assist in the reduction of non-
point source pollution and improving the water quality.  

Recommendations

PARAMETER  

Avg. in 

WATERSHED 
(2021, DO & FC data 

from �78 to �97)

TARGET 

AMOUNT *Ditches were not sampled

Dissolved 

Oxygen (DO)

9 mg/l no lower than 

5.0 mg/l

Low dissolved oxygen 

means that Þ sh and other 

aquaƟ c life can�t survive.

Sediment

39,801 tons/year 34,670  tons/year  

(20% reduc  on)

High sediment means the 

water is murky and can 

harm aquaƟ c life (they can�t 

breathe).

Total 

Phosphorous      

(P)

86,773 lbs/year 65,079 lbs/year   

(25% reduc  on)

Too much phosphorous 

in the water can cause 

excess algae growth, which 

suff ocates Þ sh and other 

aquaƟ c life.

Nitrogen

444,784 lbs/year 378,066 lbs/year 

(15% reduc  on)

Too much nitrogen in 

drinking water is harmful to 

babies and young livestock. 

It also causes excess algae 

growth, which clogs water 

intakes and kills Þ sh.

Fecal Coliform

(FC)

2750 cfu 

per 100 ml

 200 cfu per 100 ml 

(93% reduc  on)

Large quanƟ Ɵ es of fecal 

coliform have potenƟ al to 

cause diseases, such as 

gastroenteriƟ s and typhoid.
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DRAIN & FLOWDRAIN & FLOW

REDUCE & BUILD BETTER

SLOW & SPREAD

STORE & ABSORB


