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Prairie Du Pont 
Watershed Plan

Projects, strategies, and recommendations that focus on 
slowing down the flow of water and spreading it more evenly 
across open land, while protecting homes and businesses.

Priority Projects:

 y Hard Surface Reduction Upstream (impervious parking lots)
• Consider large institutional partners (MetroLink, hospitals, schools, public buildings, etc.) for pilot projects 
to replace hard surface parking lots with pervious surfaces. (IDOT, Bistate, City of Belleville, St. Clair County, 
Farview Heights, IEPA)

 y Streambank Restoration, Stabilization, & Terracing Upstream 
• Schoenberger Creek from bluff line to 1,000 meters upstream, stream upstream of Steiger/Harding Ditch from 
bluff line to 500 meters upstream. (St. Clair County Greenspace, ESTL, MESD, St. Clair County, Belleville, cities)

 y Increase Stream Buffers along same section of Schoenberger Creek and to all stream floodways 
to create buffers to neighborhoods, homes, and communities. (IEPA, NRCS, MESD, private landowners, levee 
districts, etc.)

 y Survey & Locate for Riffle Basin Complexes 

• Locate at appropriate sections upstream on Schoenberger Creek ( IEPA, NRCS, private landowners, St. Clair 
County, City of Belleville, USACE ESTL Vicinity Report recommendations review)

 y Create Bluff Conservation 
• Locate along entire American Bottom bluff to prevent sediment in the bottomland. Increase bluff tree canopy 
and native plants to stabilize loess and bluff edge. Remove invasive trees and plants. Begin with public lands, 
cultural sites, and creeks. (cities, IDOT, private landowners, St. Clair County Greenspace, St. Clair County)

 y Living Streets (Qualitative Right-of-Way Improvements)
• Incorporate climate-adaptive utilities, water, sewer infrastructure in partnership with green infrastructure as 
need, opportunity or development/construction occurs. This will include native plants and trees with utility 
zones in place of ditches along roads and in medians (as indicated on map). Use this for long east-west and 
north-south arterials, neighborhood streets, and commercial corridors as beautification, modernization, 
and climate adaptiveness.  (Especially, streets in contact with 100-year flood zones of 1-3 feet ponding are 
recommended for this.) (ESTL, Cahokia Heights, counties, St. Louis Airport, all cities, IDNR, IDOT, others)

SLOW & SPREAD


