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Prairie Du Pont 
Watershed Plan

Projects, strategies, and recommendations that focus on 
storing water for long term or during storms; and allowing it 
to be absorbed into the ground quickly or over time.

STORE & ABSORB

Priority Projects:

 y New Rentention/Detention Basins in Critical Areas
• Locate at 70th and Ridge (former JFK SCH 189); 73rd and Dorris. (City of Cahokia Heights, USACE, MESD, IEPA)

 y Critical Wetlands & Open Lands for Storage Capacity & Filtration 
• Restore Marybelle Wetlands east and west of I-255 (already bought out properties, wetland restoration needed 
to improve water storage and ecosystem benefits). (City of ESTL, USACE, MESD, IEPA, NRCS) (~$400,000 estimate 
as of January 2022)

• Mullens Slough: Update USACE plan from ESTL and vicinity and implement to improve water storage and flow. 
(USACE, ESTL, MESD, City of Cahokia Heights, St. Clair County)

• Spring Lake: Update USACE plan from ESTL and vicinity and implement to improve water storage and flow. 
(USACE, ESTL, MESD, City of Cahokia Heights, St. Clair County, Madison County)

• Restore and expand Frank Holten State Park: Test soils for contamination and ensure proper remediation and 
funding for remediation by appropriate entities. Dredge and restore lakes for recreation and water storage 
capabilities. (IDNR, USACE, City of Cahokia Heights, IEPA)

• Revisit riverine backflow prevention into built canal and drainage system. Connect and provide more storage 
at the Mississippi River floodway. On the wet side of the levee, provide more terraced drainage areas for 
riverine water to expand and drain. Work with Cahokia Diversion Canal Partners for restoration and multi-
purpose uses. (USACE, IDNR, Port District, St. Clair and Madison Counties, MESD, IDOT, IEPA, MCT, cities, etc.)

 y Explore New Opportunities Work with large landowners to create opportunities and innovative 
solutions. (St. Clair County, St. Louis Downtown Airport, industry, ALCOA site, IDNR, USACE, farmers, IEPA)

 y Create New Wetlands in Appropriate Areas as noted on map. Work with landowners 
to restore/create wetlands, meadows, buffers, bioswales on land parcels 1-acre or larger. Appropriate locations 
are noted on map. (Farm Bureau, IDNR, airport, IDOT, private landowners, Port District, counties, Jackie Joyner-
Kersee Center, IEPA, etc.)

 y Increase Urban Forestry Appropriate trees absorb large amounts of stormwater. Encourage 
private landowners, cities, counties, developers to plant and retain trees. (IEPA, cities, counties, IDNR, IDOT, non-
profits, etc.)


