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MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT | CEO

reconstructed for black-crowned night herons 

and egrets will be in its 昀椀rst year and we’ll start 
working on public access, such as boardwalks 

and birding areas. 

We’ll be continuing work partnering with 
communities and community members in 

developing strategies for increasing safe 

walking and cycling routes throughout the 

region. For example, work will begin soon on a 

project with the Downtown Belleville YMCA to 

strategize how kids can safely walk or bike to 

school in one part of town. 

Our newest preserve, Knoll Family Wildlife 
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People have many different reasons 

why they volunteer - for some, it offers 

an opportunity to give back to the 

community by supporting a cause they 

feel most passionate about and the 

idea that however big or small the act 

is - you are making a difference to the 

people around you. Others volunteer 

because they are looking to develop 

new skills or build experience and 

knowledge. And yes, some are even 

“ voluntold” .

For Board Member Carol Gentry, 

helping an organization like 

HeartLands Conservancy by giving 

her time is just as important as 

�>���Þ���w���>���V���>�����V�����Ì�À���L�Õ�Ì���������L�i�V�>�Õ�ˆ�i��

volunteers are the lifeblood of any 
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Carol recently received an award for 

her exceptional volunteer service 

this past year. Carol and her husband 

David have been a mainstay at 

HeartLands Conservancy's events, 

volunteering to help with our Spring 

Plant Sale, assisting with Martinis in 

the Meadow, and even chairing the 

Field to Fork Planning Committee 

- leading to our most successful 

signature fundraiser to date.  Carol 

found working with Board Members 

and volunteers with varied skills 

educational and fun.  Carol found 

it extremely rewarding to know our 

combined hard work helped fund 

HeartLands Conservancy to do more 

good work in our communities.  

�
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projects that interest her, oftentimes 

centered around being out in 

nature to be calming, it makes her 

happy to see a public garden shift 

through the seasons, and enjoys 

taking the time to notice the birds 

�>���‘���L�Õ�Ì�Ì�i�À�y���i�ˆ�°�����i���«�����}���ˆ�Õ�«�«���À�Ì��

HeartLands Conservancy's efforts 

to protect special places makes her 

feel engaged and enriches her life. 

Through volunteering, Carol has met 

and shared experiences with many 

interesting and wonderful people. 

It has also allowed her to learn 

about trees and ecosystems and 
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Programs
We are planning a fantast ic line up 

of communit y events and programs.

Please visit the events calendar on our 
website for more information.

Upcoming programs in 2024 include:

•  A History Walk at  Engelmann 

Farm, Shiloh

•  Spring Nat ive Plant  Sale

•  Full Moon Hike

•  Guided Walks at  Arlington 

Wet lands

•  Meadow Walks at  t he 

Explorat ion Garden

•  Estate Planning 101

•  And more to be announced!

Volunteer
Volunteer dates will return in Spring 
2024. Join our volunteer mailing 
list and let us know how you’d like 
to volunteer by going to www.

heart landsconservancy.org and 
clicking on volunteer under the Get  

Involved tab at the top of the HLC 
home page.

Tree Stewards
Become a volunteer tree steward 
and help communities and people 
throughout the region care for trees. 

We need to increase our region’s tree 
canopy across the board. 

Tree stewards are trained HeartLands 
Conservancy volunteers that help 
plant, monitor, and care for trees 
within communities throughout 
southern Illinois.

To prepare and learn more this winter, 
you can rewatch and subscribe to all of 
our videos on our YouTube channel. 

Stay tuned for dates and sign-up info.
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Remarkable 

Communities!

HeartLands Conservancy looks 

forward to continuing to work 

alongside the city of Collinsville as 

they pursue healthier watershed 

initiatives.

Congratulations, 
Collinsville!

Sponsor Highlight 
As an architectural & town planning firm, 
Studio Archaeos values conservation’s role in communities. 
By Tim Busse, AIA, Co-Founding Principal of Studio Archaeos

Heartlands Conservancy is unique 

among organizations in our region 

by adopting a holistic approach 

to the related 昀椀elds of farming, 
planning, and conservation of natural 
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Nestled right in the warehouse 

district by I-255 is a special place, 

unique and critical to the survival of a 

disappearing landscape.  

Many years ago, Mary Knoll Sullivan‘s 

family found refuge in the old 

farmhouse that sat on the land. 

The serene property provided an 

escape from the bustle of the quickly 

developing region.  As Mary and her 

family enjoyed spending time together 

at the farm, they quickly discovered 

the secret wonders of the land.

At just over 40 acres, Mary‘s 

property‘s sand prairie and sand 

savanna habitat are rare in Illinois 

and home to many unique plants 

and animals.  Its wetlands that 昀椀ll 
with water in the spring but then 

completely dry up mid-summer make 

it a perfect place for the elusive and 

threatened Illinois Chorus Frog to 

thrive.  The sandy soils, left behind 

from glacier melt, and the hot sun 
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Student researchers exploring the Knoll Family WIldlife Santcuary
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couldn‘t hear as many Illinois Chorus 

Frogs singing, and sightings of the 

Bobwhite Quail were fewer and 

farther between.

With her nieces and nephews grown, 

the old farmhouse no longer needed 

to stand tall, and Mary wrestled with 

the decision to sell her property.  

The future of the habitat lies in the 

balance - her acreage could have 

easily become the corner of the next 

towering warehouse or a car lot, but 

Mary wanted more.

Mary learned about the work 

HeartLands Conservancy and the 

Illinois Department of Natural 

Resources were doing to preserve 

sand prairie habitat for the species 

that depend on it to survive just 

down the street at Poag Sand Prairie 

and generously offered to sell, and 

donate in part, her land to conserve 

it for future generations.

Through her years of experience 
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What ’s next  for t he 

Explorat ion Garden?

In the coming seasons we are 

working to secure funds to install 

a plaza- a spot that will be great 

for hosting educational programs, 

demonstrations, or having a small 

gathering. We’ll also continue 
enhancing the woodland forest, 

installing new walking paths through 

the garden, and including spots to 

rest and relax. 

We also plan to include interactive 

public art elements in the garden in 

the future. 

You may also notice a new trail along 

the west side of the garden. The 

Village of Swansea is creating an 

ADA-Accessible trail that connects 

to the bike path on Old Collinsville 

Road.

If you’d like to be a part of creating 
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The Exploration Garden‘s pollinator meadow with a stone path and rootwad bench of The Raindrop‘s Journey
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Photo Credit: Molly Kelly

Field to ForkField to Fork

Celebrating Local Farms, Food, & Conservation 
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Staff & Stories

We are thrilled to share that Jack Aydt  has joined our 

team as our new Stewardship Technician! Jack previously 

held the role of our Land Conservation Intern in 

partnership with SIUE‘s GEOPaths Program and continues 

to play a vital role as a member of our team. With his 

previous experience working alongside the Army Corps 

of Engineers and conducting research at SIUE, Jack has 

developed invaluable practical knowledge about ecology 

and safeguarding our local environment.

Scot t  Dunakey, AICP has joined the team as the 

Community Planning & Policy Manager! Scott brings 

over 20 years of expertise in urban planning, economic 

development, and transportation planning in both 
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Michael Andreas, Special Projects 

Coordinator, recently celebrated 

15 years of working with HeartLands 

Conservancy, coordinating with 

local communities and landowners 

and designing stormwater Best 

Management Practices, such as 

grassed waterways, wetlands, and 

sediment basins. He has worked 

extensively in Clinton County and 

Madison County and is a former 

NRCS employee with over 30 years 

of experience. 

In the past 15 years, Mike has had 

his share of favorite projects - From 

�V�����ˆ�Ì�À�Õ�V�Ì�����}���>���w�ˆ�����À�i�>�À�����}���«�����‘��������

Milestone: 
Looking Back on 15 years

the city park at the edge of Highland 

Silver Lake to a wetland with a stop 

log structure to manage the water 

level for aquatic habitat.  Using 

various practices from sediment 

basins, rain gardens, and rock riprap 

�À���v�y�i�ˆ���>�Ì���7���������Õ�}���L�Þ�����i�À���Ì�>�}�i�����>�À����

and integrating new materials made 

from recycled tires.

Mike continues to make a difference 

in the landscape by installing 

numerous Best Management Practices 

for livestock systems, stormwater, 

sedimentation, and erosion issues in 

rural and urban areas.

Looking Forward, Mike is excited to 

continue to see projects through from 

beginning to completion and be a 

resource for HeartLands Conservancy’s 

partners.  

We sincerely thank Mike for his 15 

years of dedicated service.
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Mike Andreas l
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Thank you, Jim!  

Jim Pauley joined the HLC board in 2021 as a strong 

advocate for the outdoors and agriculture. As owner 

of Pufalt-Pauley Insurance Agency in Belleville, Jim’s 
involvement on the board and perspective in risk 

management has increased the organization’s resilience 
for years to come. 

Jim has also been a strong advocate for the 

preservation and health of forest lands along Silver 

Creek ad the Kaskaskia River. We are incredibly grateful 

for the partnership and assistance Jim provided the 

organization for the past 3 years. Thank you, Jim!

Thank you, Bill!  

Bill Reicher t  joined the Board of Directors in 2015 
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

Post Oak

Chinkapin Oak

Red Oak

     Nancy Larson & Bill O’Hara    Anne Werner

HLC Sponsors (as of November 20, 2023)

Pin Oak

Atkins’ Acres Educational Farm

Balsters & Hinirichs, P.C.

Bauerhaus Design, Inc.

Belleville Optometry, Ltd.

Carrollton Bank

Clinton County SWCD

Mayor & Mrs. Michael Leopold

Sapling

Hank’s Excavating

Holland Construction

Randolph County SWCD

St. Clair County Farm Bureau




