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2023 Annual Report

[Getting Involved is 

a] way to give back 

in response to all 

the privileges and 

benefits we enjoy  
in the States. 

- Jeanne Ortega

HLC Revenue:
How We Made It

HLC Expenditures:
How We Spent It

Conserving, connecting, and 
restoring land for wildlife, food, 
and people is critical to our 
region’s quality of life. We need 
places for people to connect 
with nature, conserved farms, 

2023 was a year of renewed 
hope because of the dedicated 
and unwavering support 
from a diverse community of 
supporters and local change-
makers within the heartland. 

This Annual Report is a 
snapshot of some of the 
many things that HeartLands 
Conservancy’s supporters made 
happen in 2023. Protecting and 
caring for southern Illinois’ land, 
water, and communities. For 
good.

wildlife habitat, and clean water 
in rivers and streams because 
these places are integral to life 
here in southern Illinois. Thanks 
to a growing number of people 
who care,  this is becoming 
more of a reality.

We must increase the pace of 
conservation to prepare for 
continuing episodes of extreme 
weather, degraded forests and 
prairies, an increased need for 
community green spaces, and 
increased food insecurity. The 
list of uphill battles and the 
need for continuous action and 
attention goes on, but we are 
hopeful.

71% Federal & State Grants	 3,090,577
12% Foundations & Corporate Grants               519,607
  9% Donations	  390,364
  5% Fee for Service	  206,452
  2% Other			   72,350
  1% Events/Plant Sale			   58,460

TOTAL	 			    $4,337,811*

81% Water & Communities Programs	  3,236,022
10% Management & General      	   408,184
  6% Fund Development 		   227,427
  3% Land Conservation Program	  131,314

TOTAL	 			    $4,002,948*

*Pre-Audit Financial Report (Excludes Net Assets/Land Acquisitions). 		
  Final Audit will be available on our website.
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With the recent happy 
news of our service 
area expansion, we 
also want to share that 
our Giving Circle, the 
White Oak Society, 
is undergoing some 
exciting changes! 

Giving Circle We are enjoying the 
opportunity to evaluate this 
program and are exploring ways 
to thoughtfully and intentionally 
engage with this group! We 
will be releasing updates this 
year with this beloved group 
- sharing new programs, 
initiatives, and opportunities to 
engage with conservation in the 
heartland. 

We would love to hear your 
feedback and would love the 
opportunity to brainstorm 

with you about how you 
would like to engage - if you 
have ideas or feedback you‘d 
like to share, please connect 
with Mallory Ketcherside, 
Director of Donor Relations 
at mallory.ketcherside@
heartlandsconservancy.org or 
(618) 566-4451 ex 10.

We look forward to connecting 
you to nature and our work 
within the region like never 
before.

4040  new acres new acres 
of sand prairie 

preserved

600600  acres ofacres of
wetlands restored & protected

475 475 milesmiles

Biking & Pedestrian 
Trails/Paths Planned

253.5253.5 acres  acres 
of Land Conservedof Land Conserved

in 2023in 2023

10,484 acres total 

Phase 3 Phase 3 CompleteComplete
in The Exploration Garden

Raindrop‘s Journey:
708 feet long

1,800 1,800 hourshours 2626
  

Green Infrastructure Projects  
completed in 2023

Volunteer Stewardship
in 2023
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THANK YOU
2023 was an incredible year for conservation in southern 
Illinois, thanks to the people who have stepped up to support 
healthy land, water, & communities of the region mission. 

Your support has created new conservation areas, protected 
water, and supported farms and wildlife habitat. You give us 
hope for a brighter future.

Thank you to all the people who helped this past year - we 
welcome you to visit our website to see a comprehensive list 
of our wonderful 2023 partners.  

HeartLandsConservancy.org

Sustaining Donors

(Recurring)

Beth Browne
Lisa Dean
Susan E Fremming
Lisa Griffith and Edward Ulkus
David Jordan
Emily and Anthony Kimutis
Daphne and Stephen Whistler
Julie Marshall
Kathy Meier
Jane Morris
Leslie Rice
John Sloan, PhD
Sara Schlecht
Roberta Wood

Dedications 		
Made in Honor of

Gary Berutti
Denny Kirkham
Kari Kirkham

Unwavering Supporters 

(Donors with consecutive 
support from 2019-2023)

Glenda and Kevin Abney
Kay and Bill Ahaus
Marie-France and Bill Armstrong
Kimberly and Mark Atkins
Linda and Kenneth Aud
Mary Biernot
Larry Brammer
Susan and Kerry Brethauer
Carol and Dale Brockmann
Christine and William Boardman
Eloise and Tom Cohoon
Kay Connolly
Penelope and Carl DauBach
Linda Davis
Donna Dougherty
Faye and Marshall Dyer
Jill and Rick Essner
Marilyn and Tom Fahey
Josh Faibisoff
Christine Favilla
Joann and Mike Fricke
Sharon Geil
Janet Haroian
Julie Heberer
Susan Hertich
Mary and Tom Hewlett

Donna and Robert Hilgenbrink
Christine and Gary Huelsmann
Katie and Steve Hughes
Daniel Jansen
Marty and Linda Kemper
Jo and Dennis Kirkham
Cheryl Kowalczyk
Nancy Larson and Bill O’Hara
Ronda Latina and Don 
Dahlmann
Mary Laurent
Laura Lyon and Tim Busse
Virginia McCall
Kathy Meier
Valerie Mollet
Jane Morris
Katherine and Robert C Nelson
Debbie Newman
Toni and Don Oplt
Libby Reuter and William Rable
Connie and Bill Rathmann
E. William Reichert III
Roger and Dianne Ross
Denise D and John I Schaberg
Mona Scheibel
Cliff Schuette
Glen and Linda Schuetz
Patricia Shaffer
John Sloan, PhD
Barb and Larry Taylor
Lisa and David Tiedemann
Rachel Tompkins and Cartney 
James
Lynne and John Troyan
Carole Valencia
Deborah and Richard Vandevord
Mary and Robert Vandevord
Jennifer Voelker and Michael 
Ness
Kathi and Ed Weilbacher
Anne Werner
Roberta Wood
Lisa and Costel Zamfir

We make every effort to ensure the accuracy 
of our donor listings. Please contact Mallory 
Ketcherside, Director of Donor Relations, at 
(618) 566-4451 ex 10 or mallory.ketcherside@
heartlandsconservancy.org if you have 
questions, would like to update how your 
support is recognized, or would like to explore 
ways to give in 2024. 
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 2023 Business Sponsors 
Thank you to the generous Business Sponsors who helped 
make conservation possible in our region this past year.

•	 Abe‘s Gourmet Popcorn Shop

•	 Anne Fritz and David Benton

•	 Anne Werner

•	 Atkins‘ Acres 		
Educational Farm

•	 Bakers & Hale

•	 Balsters & Hinrichs, P.C.

•	 Bauerhaus Design, Inc.

•	 Bella Vista Winery / 	
Hidden Lake Winery

•	 Belleville Optometry, Ltd.

•	 Carrollton Bank

•	 Clara B‘s Kitchen Table

•	 Clinton County SWCD

•	 Companion Bakery

•	 D&M Farms

•	 DJM Ecological Services

•	 Echo Farms, 			 
Trudy and Bob Knobeloch

•	 Excel Bottling Company

•	 Fletcher‘s Swansea 	
Kitchen & Tap

•	 Grimm & Gorly Florist & Gifts

•	 Hank‘s Excavating & 
Landscaping, Inc.

•	 Holland Construction Services

•	 Mayor and Mrs. 		
Michael Leopold

•	 Michael Anderson

•	 My Just Desserts, LLC.

•	 Nancy Larson and Bill O‘Hara

•	 Randolph County SWCD

•	 Schuette Signature Beef

•	 St. Clair County Farm Bureau

•	 Southern Illinois 		
Audubon Society

•	 SugarFire Smoke House

•	 The Alpine Shop, Ltd.

•	 TreeHouse Wildlife Center

•	 Walker & Williams, P.C.

2023 Additional, Critical Support

We Appreciate You

We are grateful for the 

opportunity to partner 

with businesses who care 

about special places in 

southern Illinois. 

We are committed to 

building better, mutually 

beneficial partnerships 
and would love to 

discuss how to support 

one another in 2024.

Foundation 
Support 

•	 Edwardsville Community 
Foundation

•	 Grand Victoria Foundation

•	 Illinois Clean Energy 
Community Foundation

•	 Mysun Charitable 
Foundation

Please contact Mallory 
Ketcherside, Director of Donor 
Relations, at (618) 566-4451 
ex 10 or mallory.ketcherside@
heartlandsconservancy.org to 
explore ways we can partner.
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