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Our world’s wild places and agricultural lands are disappearing 
rapidly. Along with them, the earth—and southern Illinois—is 
losing the natural systems that protect us from the consequences 
of a changing climate. 

Scientists agree that protecting at least 30% of the world’s land and 
water is essential to combat the losses of wildlife, pollinators, food 
production, and the extreme weather patterns facing our planet. 
The very things that humans rely on for survival and well-being.

In the 36 counties of southern Illinois (generally, counties south 
of I-70), less than 6% of the land is under some form of 
conservation. In some counties, it’s less than 0.1%. While the 
majority of Illinois is served by a local land trust, 29 counties of 
southern Illinois are not. 

That is until now.

The HeartLands Conservancy Board of Directors has decided to 
take bold action toward protecting more land. They expanded 
our service area from the original seven counties of southwestern 
Illinois to now also include the southern third of Illinois.

Now families in all of Southern Illinois will have a local option to 
conserve the lands they cherish and the places we all love, like their 
family’s farm or the woods they grew up in. 

To increase the pace of conservation to get us closer to that 30% 
and serve those who wish to conserve their land, we are working to 
raise funding to expand our team and partnerships. 

Bold action and community support make conservation happen.

Mary Vandevord, President & CEO

mary.vandevord@heartlandsconservancy.org
(618) 566-4451 ex 20

2023 Annual Report16
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Trails:
Building the Path 

to Better Health

Picture this: the feeling of 
the earth beneath your feet, 
the sight and sound of kids 
learning to ride their bikes 
in the distance, birds singing 
in the swaying trees, bees 
buzzing in a meadow of 
flowers, and the warm sun 
bringing a smile to your face. 
These are some familiar sights 
and sounds of exploring local 
trails that make the heaviness 
of the world around us a bit 
lighter.

Southern Illinois is home to 
gorgeous bluffs, winding rivers, 
and bountiful forests. Our 
region‘s trails not only showcase 
the beauty of the heartland but 
are among the most important 
places within our communities. 

Regular access to green space 
improves concentration and 
lowers stress

. Studies have also shown that 
being in nature for two hours 
per week has a positive impact 
on mental and physical health, 
and benefits include reduced 
stress hormone levels (as much 
as 21% in just 20 minutes), 
muscle tension, and lower heart 
rate and blood pressure.

According to a 2014 study by 
the American Journal of Public 
Health, access to parks and 
trails close to home is essential 
for community health. Research 
showed a significant correlation 
between how close people live 
to biking and walking trails and 
the amount of weekly exercise 
they get. 

And... studies show that the 
majority of people who take 
part in outdoor activities 
tend to do so within two 
miles of home. With less than 
6% of land conserved in our 
region, protecting more natural 
areas, creating trails, and caring 
for land close to home is so 
important.

More and more people and 
communities are partnering 
with HeartLands Conservancy to 
conserve, create, and facilitate 
nature-rich and welcoming 
parks and trails.

Reach out to Laura Lyon, Vice 
President, if you want to create 
more of these special places.

laura.lyon@
heartlandsconservancy.org | 
(618) 566-4451 ex 22. 
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Pollinating insects—
bees, butterflies, and 
beetles—are responsible 
for more than % of 
the foods we eat and 
beverages we drink. But 
these important creatures 
are experiencing drastic 
declines. Without 
pollinators, we will lose 
access and affordability 
to many fresh foods. 

The iconic Monarch butterfly 
is one pollinator experiencing 
steep declines. Its population 
has lost 85% in the last 25 
years, and this past winter, 
overwintering populations 
declined nearly 60% from 2022 
- the second worst year for 
Monarchs ever.

Despite the drastic drop in 
Monarch populations, hope is 
not lost, and southern Illinois 
can be a big part of helping 
reverse this trend. 

In the late summer and early 
fall in southern Illinois, Monarch 
butterflies travel 2,500-miles 
from our area, the northern U.S., 
and Canada to the mountains of 
Michoacan, Mexico, where they 
spend the winter. This eastern 
group makes up the majority 
of Monarch butterflies in North 
America. In the spring, two to 
three generations of Monarchs 
will make their way back to and 
through the region for breeding.

Southern Illinois can help save them. 

Monarch 
Butterflies 
& Pollinators 
are declining. 
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Saving and creating habitat 
corridors in Southern Illinois is 
crucial to pollinator survival. 
Monarchs and bees can only 
fly so far before needing more 
food, energy, and a place to 
rest. A habitat corridor provides 
patches of nectar sources and 
resting areas for pollinators. 
These corridors are especially 
important within large areas 
of farmland and communities, 
and ideally, patches of high-
quality native habitat should be 
available for pollinators every ½ 
mile. 

Habitat corridors are possible 
in many areas, including parks, 
nature preserves, fields, creeks, 
woods, prairies, pollinator 
gardens, and roadsides. 

Luckily, along with HeartLands 
conserancy’s efforts, there are 

What Monarchs Need 
•	 Milkweed for Caterpillars to Eat and Grow

•	 Habitat every 1/2 Mile with Nectaring Plants For Food

•	 Resting Spots, such as Trees and Shrubs

Monarch caterpillar at the Exploration Garden

Southern Illinois’ 
Role in Supporting 
Monarch Butterflies
Habitat loss is one of the main 
factors leading to the decline of 
Monarch Butterflies and other 
pollinators, like Bumble Bees. 

What will help them? 
Protecting land and restoring 
habitat in southern Illinois, 
which is one of their primary 
migratory routes.
Milkweed is the only plant that 
feeds monarch caterpillars. 
Without their milkweed host 
plant, the caterpillars (i.e., baby 
monarchs or larvae) would 
not be able to develop into 
butterflies. Prairies, field edges, 
parks, and backyards make 
great places for milkweed.

In adult form as a butterfly, 
Monarchs get their food from 
flower nectar, which contains 
sugars and other nutrients. 
Unlike their caterpillars, 
which only eat milkweed, the 
butterflies source nectar from 
many different flowers. In the 
fall, Monarchs start prepping 
for migration south to Mexico. 
Those butterflies need to build 
up fat reserves and energy to 
make the journey and to survive 
the winter.   

Meanwhile, Monarchs need 
places to rest at night when 
they aren’t flying. They rest in 
tree tops and shrubs where they 
can be protected from wind and 
cold temperatures.   

many efforts in our area to save 
Monarchs and pollinators:

•	 The Illinois Monarch 
Project has created a 
Route 66 Monarch Flyway 
to create a state-wide 
connected habitat corridor. 

•	 The City of Edwardsville 
has established a Pollinator 
Pathway that encourages 
pollinator habitat 
connectivity throughout 
the community. 

•	 The City of Carbondale 
has recently passed an 
ordinance supporting 
pollinator-friendly 
landscaping. 
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How to Help 
Monarchs and 
Other Pollinators
1.	 Plant Native Milkweed 

There are many varieties 
to choose from, including 
common, butterfly, swamp, 
purple, whorled, prairie, 
and green milkweeds. Avoid 
non-native varieties, such as 
tropical milkweed.

2.	 Reduce Pesticide Use  
one of the top threats to 
pollinators of all kinds is 
pesticides. 

3.	 Plant native, nectaring 
plants, especially fall 
blooming plants 	
Southern Illinois is blessed 
with a wide diversity of 
beautiful native flowers. 
Because Monarchs are 
‘fattening up’ in the fall 
to make it all the way to 
Mexico, they need flowers in 
September. Some examples 
include asters, goldenrods, 
ironweed, and false 
sunflowers.

4.	 If you have farmland, 
incorporating pollinator 
strips along the field 
edges supports pollinators 
and other wildlife while also 
helping to reduce nutrient 
runoff. The pollinators you 
attract will also help your 
crops!

5.	 Support prairie and 
forest protection and 
restoration efforts, like 
Poag Sand Prairie and 
Brushy Lake. These habitats 
are protected and being 
restored for wildlife and rely 
on community support to 
thrive. We need to protect 
more land to create strong 
habitat corridors throughout 
southern Illinois. 

6.	 Become an advocate for 
native plant landscaping 
in your community. 
Many people have started 
converting conventional 
lawns into pollinator habitats 
to help save the bees and 
Monarchs. Sometimes, 
these gardeners receive 
complaints from neighbors 
or city hall because of the 

very different appearance 
native plants can have 
compared to a standard 
lawn. It’s helpful to support 
your fellow pollinator and 
monarch lovers—even just 
letting city officials know you 
appreciate what your fellow 
citizen is doing to support 
pollinators. Your kind and 
supportive words can go a 
long way.

If you’re interested in getting 
involved with pollinator and 
Monarch Butterfly conservation 
efforts, please contact Anna 
McAtee, Land Conservation 
Manager at anna.mcatee@
heartlandsconservancy.org or 
call (618) 566-4451 ex 23.

Bee on Black Locust Tree Blossom
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Photo Credit: 

People are 
embracing the idea 
that the forests 
they rely on for 
their water and 
recreation aren’t 
somewhere else - 
they’re the woods 
next door.  

Scott Stewart 
US Forest Service | Context Media 

Forests aren’t just far-away 
places. Trees and community 
forests are incredibly important 
within communities in your 
neighborhood. 

Illinois has lost 70% of its 
forests. Tree cover continues 
to decline in southern Illinois 
communities. Several counties 
here are experiencing the 
most drastic tree canopy losses 
in Illinois. Existing forests 
face many threats, such as 
development, removal, and 
suffocation from overpowering 
invasive species, like bush 
honeysuckle and winter creeper. 

But we desperately need trees 
and forests. They improve 
mental and physical health and 
support 80% of land-dwelling 
wildlife. Trees are important 
for native bee and butterfly 
survival as their flowers provide 
sources of food in the spring 
and shelter and roosting spots 
throughout the year. Trees also 
help communities manage 
rainwater, provide cooling in 
the extreme summer heat, and 
capture carbon dioxide. 

Our region must act quickly 
and invest in community forests 
and trees. 

HeartLands Conservancy 
has been working with 
communities in southern 
Illinois to accelerate the 
protection of remaining 
forests, restoration and care of 
degraded forests, and planting 
trees in cities. 

Your community can be apart 
of saving Illinois’ forests, too. 

Through a grant from the 
Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources, HeartLands 
Conservancy is working with 
communities to strengthen 
their relationship with trees 
through urban forestry planning, 
developing tree ordinances, and 
providing native trees for public 
areas. Residents and officials 

How Can You Help Community Forests?
can also become Tree Stewards 
- volunteers trained to plant, 
advocate and care for trees. 

If you or your community 
is interested in community 
forestry, please contact 
Daizjah Day at Daizjah.Day@
HeartLandsConservancy or 	
(618) 566-4451 ex 16.

The Woods 
Next Door:
Supporting Pollinators and Humans, too 
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This past winter, restoration 
of the wetlands began. The 
goal is to hold more water in 
wetlands on the Brushy Lake 
site to reduce flooding pressure 
on downstream communities, 
help improve water quality, and 
bring back wildlife habitat. 

Existing drainage ditches 
were reshaped to re-establish 
the floodplain and create wet 
meadows. Exotic invasive 
species were removed, 
meadows were seeded, and 
more than 800 new trees and 
shrubs were planted. 

Future steps will focus on 
creating public access through 
trails and bird-watching spots 
as the thickets and trees 
mature over time. 

Protecting 

floodplains 
is important, 
especially in this 
era of extreme 

weather patterns.  
In 2011, HeartLands 
Conservancy acquired an 80-
acre floodplain in Collinsville, 
IL, just west of I-255.  The 
property had been farmed for 
many years but was originally 
a lake and wetland before it 
was drained for agriculture in 
the 1800s. Because of this, the 
farmland frequently flooded, 
and the rainwater would rush 
downstream to communities 
like State Park Place, Fairmont 
City, and East St. Louis through 
the canal system. 

A Floodplain Forest 
Restored for People & Wildlife

This effort was funded, in part, 
by the IEPA GIGO and 319 
Grant for implementation of 
BMPs for the Canteen-Cahokia 
Creek Watershed Plan, which 
is possible through the United 
States Environmental Protection 
Agency funds under Section 
319 of the Clean Water Act 
distributed through the Illinois 
Environmental Protection 
Agency. 

Special thanks to 
contractors: 	

DJM Ecological, Andreas 
Consulting, Heneghan 
Associates, SCI Engineering, & 
Botanist Chris Benda
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There are many ways to 
conserve farmland and natural 
areas in southern Illinois. 
Conservation agreements, 
for example, enable the land 
to continue to be privately 
owned and conserved as either 
a working farm or a natural 
resource, such as woods or 
prairies. 

If you are interested in 
conserving land, contact Land 
Conservation Manager Anna 
McAtee, at anna.mcatee@
heartlandsconservancy.org or 
call her at (618) 566-4451 ex 23. 

Learn more about land 
conservation options 
on our website: https://
heartlandsconservancy.org/
land/ 

Is Conservation 
right for you 
or someone 
you know?
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Blackpoll Warbler 

Imagine that you are in the 
midst of a long journey, your 
eyelids are heavy, your legs are 
stiff, and you desperately need 
a break. But what do you do if 
there‘s nowhere to stop? 

From Canadian rivers up 
north to the Gulf of Mexico 
down south, our region sits 
squarely within the 3,000+ mile 
Mississippi Flyway, which is used 
by over 300 species of birds as 
they migrate. These birds are 
looking for exactly that—a place 
to rest and refuel.

Species, like the Blackpoll 
Warbler, depend on floodplain 
forest blocks for migration 

stops, while native birds, like the 
Eastern Whip-poor-will, rely on 
these rich, leafy woodlands to 
breed.

As the climate crisis and 
haphazard development 
continue to encroach on natural 
areas, disrupting ecosystems 
through dramatic shifts in 
seasonal temperatures – 
hello, false spring – it is more 
important than ever to protect 
our region‘s natural resources 
for wildlife.

Floodplain forests throughout 
southern Illinois must remain 
connected for animals to thrive 
– these established forests, 

The Birds are Calling  
Why We Must Protect Forests Within the Nation’s Largest Flyway

like the largest block in the 
state along the Kaskaskia River, 
help to offset carbon and 
reduce warming, ultimately 
making the many types of 
birds and other animals found 
in the Mississippi Flyway less 
vulnerable by ensuring secure 
food sources and safe habitat 
for reproduction.

We are working to conserve 
more wildlife havens throughout 
the region. As your local 
conservation non-profit, we rely 
heavily on donor and volunteer 
support to preserve, manage, 
and steward these important 
places. You are a critical part of 
protecting local wildlife.
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The area south of 
O’Fallon to the east end 
of Belleville is known 
as the Shiloh Valley. 
This area of St. Clair 
County, IL, has a rich 
history of agriculture. 
Native American tribes 
- such as the Tamaroa 
and Shawnee - lived in, 
hunted, and farmed the 
Shiloh Valley. Among the 
prairie and woodlands, 
the Tamaroas cultivated 
corn, potatoes, and peas 
and hunted deer and 
turkeys.

In the early 1800s,  immigrants, 
primarily from Germany and 
the southeastern part of the 
United States, established many 
of the farms in the Shiloh Valley 
that still exist today. The former 
prairie ground was considered 
among the best soils around 
for crops. German immigrants 
brought techniques from 
Europe with them, such as using 
manure for fertilizer and rotating 
crops. 

As land is passed down from 
generation to generation, it 
sometimes becomes sold for 
other uses. In the Shiloh Valley, 
many of the historic farms have 
now become subdivisions, 
shopping centers, and even a 
military base. By 2010, when Pat 
Fahey became the owner of his 
160-acre Shiloh Valley farm, he 
wanted to make sure it would 
stay a farm forever. 

Leaving a Legacy
of Farming for the Next Generation 

With an eye toward the 
future, Pat added a gift of 
an agricultural conservation 
easement to his will. When 
he passed away in 2019, 
HeartLands Conservancy 
worked with Pat’s estate 
to place the farm under 
permanent protection. The 
new owner continues to farm 
the land and has replaced and 
built several farm buildings as 
was originally allowed in the 
agreement. 

Today - and forever - the 
160-acres in the Shiloh Valley is 
a working farm, all thanks to the 
foresight and generosity of Pat. 
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Quick Facts
about Agricultural 
Conservation 
Agreements 

•	 Agricultural conservation 
easements are agreements 
between a landowner and a 
land trust that permanently 
conserve the land as 
farmland or open space.

•	 The land can continue 
to be farmed, grazed, 
hunted on, managed, and 
enjoyed by the landowner. 
Depending on the terms of 
the easement, farm-related 
structures can be built or 
replaced.

•	 Landowners can sell, lease, 
borrow against, bequeath, 
and manage their land. 

•	 The land trust monitors the 
land annually to ensure the 
agreement is upheld.

•	 Donated easements are 
considered charitable 
donations and may qualify 
for federal income tax 
deductions.

Farmland is disappearing in Illinois - 
But it doesn’t have to
Around 80% of Illinois land 
is used for farming, making 
the state the #1 producer of 
soybeans, pumpkins, and 
horseradish. These farms 
support our state’s important 
species, like Illinois Chorus 
Frogs, Northern Harriers, and 
Short-Eared Owls. 

However, each year, 143,000 
acres of Illinois farmland are 
converted to other uses—
an area half the size of the 
Shawnee National Forest. In 
Madison County alone, the rate 
of farmland conversion is 11,000 
acres per year—larger than the 
City of O’Fallon, Illinois! This 
loss has economic, social, and 
environmental consequences. 

The good news? Many private 
landowners are pursuing 
farmland conservation 
easements and donations of 
farmland in southern Illinois. 
These landowners know 
how important agriculture 
is to our region, state, and 
nation’s economy, culture, and 
environment. 

If you’d like to explore 
options for conserving 
farmland, please contact Anna 
McAtee at anna.mcatee@
heartlandsconservancy.org or 
call (618) 566-4451 ex 23. 
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A great way to start a Safe 
Routes to School Program is to 
develop a plan. The strategies in 
these documents will help guide 
priorities to improve conditions 
for walking and bicycling. 

Your school, your town or county, 
or other entities can commission 
these plans. 

HeartLands Conservancy’s 
Community Planning & 

How You Can Make Walking and Bicycling Safer to Schools in Your Town
Policy team has decades of 
experience creating Safe Routes 
to School Plans and would love 
to help your community. 

To find out more, contact 
Scott Dunakey, Community 
Planning & Policy Manager, 
at scott.dunakey@
heartlandsconservancy.org or 
call (618) 566-4451 ex 15. 
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In 1969, almost half of all 
students walked or bicycled to 
school. But today, less than 15% 
of students walk or bicycle to 
school. This decline has harmed 
students’ health and contributed 
to increased traffic congestion 
and air pollution near schools. 

In St. Clair County, IL, obesity 
and lack of physical activity is 
an ongoing problem. St. Clair 
County ranked 95 out of 102 
Illinois counties for percent of 
population with obesity. 

Walking is one of the simplest, 
most effective, and most 
affordable strategies for 
incorporating physical activity 
into kids‘ and adults‘ lives. A 
one-mile walk, for example, 
equals about 40 minutes of the 
60 minutes of recommended 
daily activity.

Beyond physical well-being, 
studies show links between 
physical activity and academic 
achievement. In short, active 
kids do better.

With more than 40% of 
parents uncomfortable with 
their student walking or 
cycling to school because of 
safety concerns, Henry Raab 
Elementary School in Belleville, 
IL, needed a strategy to 
encourage and increase the 
number of students walking or 
cycling to and from school. The 
school collaborated with Illinois 
Public Health Institute, Gateway 
Region YMCA Downtown 
Belleville, and HeartLands 
Conservancy to make it safe, 
easy, and fun for students to 
walk and bike to school. 

Parents, students, and residents 
of the area provided concerns 

Making it Safer 	Making it Safer 	
to Get Outdoors & Get to Henry Raab Elementary Schoolto Get Outdoors & Get to Henry Raab Elementary School

and challenges with walking 
and bicycling. From there, the 
partners developed strategies 
to address these challenges, 
such as adding crossing guards, 
organizing a “walking school 
bus,” and calming traffic on 
certain streets that lead to the 
school.  

With these changes, some 
neighborhood kids may walk 
to school for the first time. 
Ultimately, they may become 
physically active for the rest of 
their lives.
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When people give 
their time, more 
good things can 
be accomplished. 
That is why being 
a volunteer is so 
important. 

- Carole Valencia 
HLC Volunteer & Supporter 

Volunteering Volunteering 
males Carole 		males Carole 		
Feel GoodFeel Good
“I wish people knew how 
good volunteering would 
make them feel.“ Carole 
Valencia is a regular volunteer 
with HeartLands Conservancy. 
Carole discovered HeartLands 
Conservancy while searching 
for a local nonprofit to donate 
to; having never heard of 
HeartLands Conservancy, 
she “was so excited to find 
out there was a group like 
them in the Metro East.“ 
After donating, Carole began 
receiving our newsletter and 
made quick friends with others 
while volunteering at Signal 
Hill Outdoor Classroom - in her 
words, “I was hooked.“

At a time when southern Illinois’ 
environment is facing the 
effects of climate change and 
unprecedented development, 

Carole discovered that, like 
others, she volunteers because 
it makes her feel good knowing 
that she can feel accomplished 
and make a difference.

Carole recently helped plant 
67 trees in Venice’s Lee Park. 
Despite the hard work, she left 
feeling accomplished. “It felt 
so good to work with other 
people who love trees and 
understand how important 
they are.“ 

Volunteers like Carole make 
conservation in southern Illinois 
a reality - and we couldn‘t be 

Volunteer for Conservation in 2024!
HeartLands Conservancy 
offers many ways for you to 
get involved. 

Whether you‘d like to get your 
hands dirty by volunteering 
at a stewardship day or see 
our organization in a different 
light by helping us in the office 
or at a special event, we have 
something for you.

Learn about how to become 
a volunteer by visiting our 
website heartlandsconservancy.
org/volunteer, or contact our 
Stewardship Technician, Jack 
Aydt by emailing him at jack.
aydt@heartlandsconservancy.
org or calling (618) 566-4451 ex 
17.
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more grateful for their passion 
and care for our region‘s special 
places.
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Text

There are so many creative 
ways to give, from one-time 
donations to in-kind support 
of goods or services, business 
sponsorships to matching 
gift programs, and IRA 
contributions to Donor-Advised 
Funds - we would love the 
opportunity to brainstorm ways 
you could contribute.

Discover Ways to Give at 
heartlandsconservancy.org 
support or connect with Mallory 
Ketcherside, Director of Donor 
Relations, at (618) 566-4451 

Have you 
considered these 
Ways to Give? 
Increase your impact by 
becoming a monthly donor 
Monthly gifts provide a 
sustainable and predictable 
source of income for 
HeartLands Conservancy, 
allowing us to plan and 
implement long-term initiatives. 
These recurring gifts snowball 
into a powerful force for positive 
change.

Gifts of Stock Gifts of publicly 
traded securities that have 
appreciated in value allow you 
to avoid capital gains taxes 
while also receiving a tax 
deduction for your gift.

Donations of Property Expand 
or create a new conservation 
area or farm by donating your 
conservation property to 
HeartLands Conservancy.

ex 10 or mallory.ketcherside@
heartlandsconservancy.org if 
you have questions or would 
like to explore creative ways you 
could give. 

HeartLands Conservancy is a 
nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization 
(Tax ID: 37-1273869). All 
contributions are tax-deductible 
to the full extent allowed by law. 
We recommend you speak with 
your financial advisor about the 
deductibility of your gift.

Nature needs 
you like 
never before.
You can make a difference.

What is Your Legacy?
You can make a significant, 
lasting impact on conservation 
in southern Illinois today and for 
years to come and achieve your 
financial and personal goals 
with gift planning. 

In addition to providing for your 
family, your will or living trust 
can be an incredible way to 

protect open, natural spaces in 
perpetuity.

We would love to discuss your 
plans for the future - Your 
generosity can make all the 
difference to the farms, forests, 
wildlife, and communities of 
Southern Illinois.
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Cactus Blossom Walk
June 6 @ 5:30-7:00 pm CDT

The prickly pear cactus (Opuntia 
cespitosa) is found in the sandy 
soils along the Mississippi 
River. Our newest preserve, 
Knoll Family Wildlife Sanctuary 
in Edwardsville, has a HUGE 
population of these plants. They 
tend to bloom in late May – 
July. We hope that peak cactus 
bloom time will be happening 
during this walk.

Strawberry Full Moon 
Hike
June 21 @ 6:30-8:30 pm CDT

Join us for a hike under the 
Strawberry Moon. Location and 
registration will be announced 
soon!

Field to Fork
September 7 @ 5:00 pm CDT

Celebrate incredible local food, 
farms, and nature at Field to 
Fork, our annual benefit for 
conservation in our region. Save 
the Date! We look forward to 
sharing more details soon!

Upcoming
Programs       
We hope you can join 
us to experience the 
wonders of southern 
Illinois and explore some 
of our region‘s special 
places. Register for upcoming 
events on our website at 
heartlandsconservancy.org

Bird Migration Walk
May 18 @ 9:00-10:30 am CDT

Learn about the birds that call 
Arlington Wetlands home and 
the great migration of birds 
through the Mississippi River 
flyway with Dr. Christopher 
Theodorakis, a Professor of 
Biology at SIU-Edwardsville.

Cycle the Parks
May 25 @ 2:00-4:00 pm CDT

In honor of Bike Month, visit and 
learn about some incredible 
parks in Swansea, Illinois, while 
riding the area’s trail system. 
There will be longer-ride and 
shorter-ride options. 

More 
Programs & 
Information on 
our Website 
Learn more and register 
for upcoming events 
on our website at 
heartlandsconservancy.org

Please contact Jack Aydt, 
Stewardship Technician with 
any questions:

(618) 566-4451 ext 17

jack.aydt@
heartlandsconservancy.org
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2023 Annual Report

[Getting Involved is 
a] way to give back 
in response to all 
the privileges and 
benefits we enjoy  
in the States. 

- Jeanne Ortega

HLC Revenue:
How We Made It

HLC Expenditures:
How We Spent It

Conserving, connecting, and 
restoring land for wildlife, food, 
and people is critical to our 
region’s quality of life. We need 
places for people to connect 
with nature, conserved farms, 

2023 was a year of renewed 
hope because of the dedicated 
and unwavering support 
from a diverse community of 
supporters and local change-
makers within the heartland. 

This Annual Report is a 
snapshot of some of the 
many things that HeartLands 
Conservancy’s supporters made 
happen in 2023. Protecting and 
caring for southern Illinois’ land, 
water, and communities. For 
good.

wildlife habitat, and clean water 
in rivers and streams because 
these places are integral to life 
here in southern Illinois. Thanks 
to a growing number of people 
who care,  this is becoming 
more of a reality.

We must increase the pace of 
conservation to prepare for 
continuing episodes of extreme 
weather, degraded forests and 
prairies, an increased need for 
community green spaces, and 
increased food insecurity. The 
list of uphill battles and the 
need for continuous action and 
attention goes on, but we are 
hopeful.

71% Federal & State Grants	 3,090,577
12% Foundations & Corporate Grants               519,607
  9% Donations	  390,364
  5% Fee for Service	  206,452
  2% Other			   72,350
  1% Events/Plant Sale			   58,460

TOTAL	 			    $4,337,811*

81% Water & Communities Programs	  3,236,022
10% Management & General      	   408,184
  6% Fund Development 		   227,427
  3% Land Conservation Program	  131,314

TOTAL	 			    $4,002,948*

*Pre-Audit Financial Report (Excludes Net Assets/Land Acquisitions). 		
  Final Audit will be available on our website.
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With the recent happy 
news of our service 
area expansion, we 
also want to share that 
our Giving Circle, the 
White Oak Society, 
is undergoing some 
exciting changes! 

Giving Circle We are enjoying the 
opportunity to evaluate this 
program and are exploring ways 
to thoughtfully and intentionally 
engage with this group! We 
will be releasing updates this 
year with this beloved group 
- sharing new programs, 
initiatives, and opportunities to 
engage with conservation in the 
heartland. 

We would love to hear your 
feedback and would love the 
opportunity to brainstorm 

with you about how you 
would like to engage - if you 
have ideas or feedback you‘d 
like to share, please connect 
with Mallory Ketcherside, 
Director of Donor Relations 
at mallory.ketcherside@
heartlandsconservancy.org or 
(618) 566-4451 ex 10.

We look forward to connecting 
you to nature and our work 
within the region like never 
before.

4040  new acres new acres 
of sand prairie 

preserved

600600  acres ofacres of
wetlands restored & protected

475 475 milesmiles

Biking & Pedestrian 
Trails/Paths Planned

253.5253.5 acres  acres 
of Land Conservedof Land Conserved

in 2023in 2023

10,484 acres total 

Phase 3 Phase 3 CompleteComplete
in The Exploration Garden

Raindrop‘s Journey:
708 feet long

1,800 1,800 hourshours 2626
  

Green Infrastructure Projects  
completed in 2023

Volunteer Stewardship
in 2023
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THANK YOU
2023 was an incredible year for conservation in southern 
Illinois, thanks to the people who have stepped up to support 
healthy land, water, & communities of the region mission. 

Your support has created new conservation areas, protected 
water, and supported farms and wildlife habitat. You give us 
hope for a brighter future.

Thank you to all the people who helped this past year - we 
welcome you to visit our website to see a comprehensive list 
of our wonderful 2023 partners.  

HeartLandsConservancy.org

Sustaining Donors
(Recurring)

Beth Browne
Lisa Dean
Susan E Fremming
Lisa Griffith and Edward Ulkus
David Jordan
Emily and Anthony Kimutis
Daphne and Stephen Whistler
Julie Marshall
Kathy Meier
Jane Morris
Leslie Rice
John Sloan, PhD
Sara Schlecht
Roberta Wood

Dedications 		
Made in Honor of
Gary Berutti
Denny Kirkham
Kari Kirkham

Unwavering Supporters 

(Donors with consecutive 
support from 2019-2023)

Glenda and Kevin Abney
Kay and Bill Ahaus
Marie-France and Bill Armstrong
Kimberly and Mark Atkins
Linda and Kenneth Aud
Mary Biernot
Larry Brammer
Susan and Kerry Brethauer
Carol and Dale Brockmann
Christine and William Boardman
Eloise and Tom Cohoon
Kay Connolly
Penelope and Carl DauBach
Linda Davis
Donna Dougherty
Faye and Marshall Dyer
Jill and Rick Essner
Marilyn and Tom Fahey
Josh Faibisoff
Christine Favilla
Joann and Mike Fricke
Sharon Geil
Janet Haroian
Julie Heberer
Susan Hertich
Mary and Tom Hewlett

Donna and Robert Hilgenbrink
Christine and Gary Huelsmann
Katie and Steve Hughes
Daniel Jansen
Marty and Linda Kemper
Jo and Dennis Kirkham
Cheryl Kowalczyk
Nancy Larson and Bill O’Hara
Ronda Latina and Don 
Dahlmann
Mary Laurent
Laura Lyon and Tim Busse
Virginia McCall
Kathy Meier
Valerie Mollet
Jane Morris
Katherine and Robert C Nelson
Debbie Newman
Toni and Don Oplt
Libby Reuter and William Rable
Connie and Bill Rathmann
E. William Reichert III
Roger and Dianne Ross
Denise D and John I Schaberg
Mona Scheibel
Cliff Schuette
Glen and Linda Schuetz
Patricia Shaffer
John Sloan, PhD
Barb and Larry Taylor
Lisa and David Tiedemann
Rachel Tompkins and Cartney 
James
Lynne and John Troyan
Carole Valencia
Deborah and Richard Vandevord
Mary and Robert Vandevord
Jennifer Voelker and Michael 
Ness
Kathi and Ed Weilbacher
Anne Werner
Roberta Wood
Lisa and Costel Zamfir

We make every effort to ensure the accuracy 
of our donor listings. Please contact Mallory 
Ketcherside, Director of Donor Relations, at 
(618) 566-4451 ex 10 or mallory.ketcherside@
heartlandsconservancy.org if you have 
questions, would like to update how your 
support is recognized, or would like to explore 
ways to give in 2024. 
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 2023 Business Sponsors 
Thank you to the generous Business Sponsors who helped 
make conservation possible in our region this past year.

•	 Abe‘s Gourmet Popcorn Shop

•	 Anne Fritz and David Benton

•	 Anne Werner

•	 Atkins‘ Acres 		
Educational Farm

•	 Bakers & Hale

•	 Balsters & Hinrichs, P.C.

•	 Bauerhaus Design, Inc.

•	 Bella Vista Winery / 	
Hidden Lake Winery

•	 Belleville Optometry, Ltd.

•	 Carrollton Bank

•	 Clara B‘s Kitchen Table

•	 Clinton County SWCD

•	 Companion Bakery

•	 D&M Farms

•	 DJM Ecological Services

•	 Echo Farms, 			 
Trudy and Bob Knobeloch

•	 Excel Bottling Company

•	 Fletcher‘s Swansea 	
Kitchen & Tap

•	 Grimm & Gorly Florist & Gifts

•	 Hank‘s Excavating & 
Landscaping, Inc.

•	 Holland Construction Services

•	 Mayor and Mrs. 		
Michael Leopold

•	 Michael Anderson

•	 My Just Desserts, LLC.

•	 Nancy Larson and Bill O‘Hara

•	 Randolph County SWCD

•	 Schuette Signature Beef

•	 St. Clair County Farm Bureau

•	 Southern Illinois 		
Audubon Society

•	 SugarFire Smoke House

•	 The Alpine Shop, Ltd.

•	 TreeHouse Wildlife Center

•	 Walker & Williams, P.C.

2023 Additional, Critical Support

We Appreciate You
We are grateful for the 

opportunity to partner 

with businesses who care 

about special places in 

southern Illinois. 

We are committed to 

building better, mutually 

beneficial partnerships 
and would love to 

discuss how to support 

one another in 2024.

Foundation 
Support 

•	 Edwardsville Community 
Foundation

•	 Grand Victoria Foundation

•	 Illinois Clean Energy 
Community Foundation

•	 Mysun Charitable 
Foundation

•	 St. Louis Community 
Foundation

Please contact Mallory 
Ketcherside, Director of Donor 
Relations, at (618) 566-4451 
ex 10 or mallory.ketcherside@
heartlandsconservancy.org to 
explore ways we can partner.
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HeartLands Conservancy 
29 East Main Street
Belleville, IL 62220
(618) 566-4451
info@HeartLandsConservancy.org 

HeartLandsConservancy.org

HLC is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. 
Contributions are tax deductible and are 
graciously accepted throughout the year. 

29 E. Main Street, Belleville, IL 62220

your can type your address here

Ensure that special places are 						   

	here for generations to come.
See enclosed envelope.

Save the Date:
Field to Fork
September 7, 2024
Rock Springs Park, O’Fallon, IL


