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and wildlife.

A prairie in Monroe County,
lllinois, is about to be lost
forever. We're trying to save it...
and we're almost there.

Less than 1% of Illinois’ prairies
are left in our beautiful prairie state
—and only 600 acres of hill prairies
(i.e., prairies on bluffs like the
Trout Hollow Hill Prairie) remain.
That’s smaller than New York’s
Central Park.

In the meantime, our pollinator
populations are crashing, wildlife
that depend on prairies and bluffs
are declining, and extreme weather
is causing additional stress on
wildlife and humans.

Losing even one more acre of
prairie is devastating.

The Trout Hollow Hill Prairie is
an opportunity to save and
expand a rare ecosystem.

The Trout Hollow Hill Prairie
property is 15 acres and includes
several acres of intact hill prairie
habitat. With stewardship and
care, the prairie could be expanded
to include several more acres of
prairie.

Many types of wildlife call the

hill prairie home. Among them,
American Badgers, bobcats, red
foxes, turkey vultures, bald eagles,
songbirds, native bees, and a variety
of butterflies use the prairie and
adjacent woods for food and shelter.

Restoration of the prairie and
forest will provide improved
habitat conditions for wildlife and
pollinators.

Saving the Prairie also Saves the
Bluffs and Water

The property is located on the
limestone bluffs that overlook the
Mississippi River floodplain. The
prairies and forest on the bluffs are
critical for migratory birds and birds
of prey (like bald eagles) that use
the bluffs as resting spots on their
migrations and for nesting.
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In addition to the prairie, 8-10

acres of good quality forest habitat
provides important wildlife habitat.
The forest and prairie hold the highly
erodible soils on the bluff, keeping
sediment out of our region’s creeks,
lakes, and drinking water.

Access for Recreation

Current access to the property is from
Trout Hollow Road. HeartLands
Conservancy is currently evaluating
options for appropriate public access
for hiking, nature observation, and
volunteering. Hunting access is also
being evaluated.

Existing foot paths through the
woods already provide good potential
options for hiking and seeing the
beautiful view of the bluffs and river
bottom.

HeartLands Conservancy is
committed to providing access to the
prairie and surrounding habitat for
academic research and educational
programs. These opportunities help
a broader audience understand the
critical need for prairie and forest
preservation and stewardship.

We also offer guided walks
throughout the year, and this prairie
and forest will be a part of regular
programming.



Saving the Prairie
HeartLands Conservancy is

working to raise funds to purchase
the 15-acre property, and the seller

has given us until August 30 to do
sO.

An anonymous donor has offered
to match donations 1:1 to save the
prairie, up to half the purchase
price. People from across the
United States, Illinois, and the
region have been stepping up to
help save the prairie.

We’re almost there with only
$51,900 to go to reach the full goal
that includes the $150,000 purchase
price, acquisition costs (legal,
appraisal, etc), initial stewardship,
and costs associated with the effort
to save the prairie.

The Future...

Once the prairie is saved,
stewardship will include
working with partners to remove
undesirable plants from the

hill prairie and work toward
expanding it to its historic
footprint.

The forest will also need care to
remove and keep out invasive
plants like bush honeysuckle.
HeartLands Conservancy, as

a member of the Land Trust
Alliance, monitors the property at
least annually to ensure it is being
preserved.

Once this prairie is protected, it
will need love and attention. But
it can be done, and every prairie
we protect and restore is a huge
step forward. Once conserved,
over the next several years, as
funds are raised, the prairie will
be restored so that it will be a
haven for people and wildlife.

This is an extraordinary
opportunity for conservation to
connect people to prairies, close
to home, in a way that everyone
can enjoy.

GOALS:

Hill Prairie Purchase Price $150,000
Stewardship & Acquisition Costs $175,000
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Ways You Can Help

We have until August 30, 2024 to raise the remaining funds to save this prairie.
Donations of any size are welcome and will help.

Donate:

* Checks can be mailed to HeartLands Conservancy at 29 E. Main Street,
Belleville, IL 62220 (Please put “Hill Prairie” in memo)

* Credit cards, paypal, ACH and more are accepted through our website
https://heartlandsconservancy.org/support/save-the-prairie/

* Donations by phone accepted. Call Mallory Ketcherside (618) 566-4451
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* Scan the QR code to the right with your r
mobile device‘s camera to go the website

Spread the word: [u]

Follow us on social media and share the project. People from across the United
States have become a part of saving the prairie thanks to social media shares.

Volunteer:

If you’re interested in volunteering once the prairie is protected, or to volunteer
for other programs, visit our volunteering page on our website:

https://heartlandsconservancy.org/volunteer/ to learn more or contact Anna
McAtee at anna.mcatee@heartlandsconservancy.org | (618) 566-4451 ex 23



