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“I'M NOT JUST FIGHTING FOR
(s THE FUTURE OF OUR WILDLIFE
\ AND WILD PLACES-

I'M FIGHTING FOR THE FUTURE
| A OF OUR FAMILIES AND OUR
| WAY OF LIFE." - ROB
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B The Prairie is
the first step...

In a world that feels more fractured than ever, conservationis a
space where people can, and do, come together.

The effort to preserve the Trout Hollow Hill Prairie this past
summer is one example.

People across the southern Illinois region, state, and world united
to protect something rare and precious. It didn't matter what
political party they were affiliated with or whether they lived in a
city, the country, or on a farm. People who hunt, people who hike,
and people who do neither took action because they didn’t want

to see another acre of prairie vanish. They didn’t want the wildlife
dependent on prairies to lose another home. They didn't want to see
a beautiful, cherished landscape get destroyed.

The Trout Hollow Hill Prairie protection effort - and its upcoming
restoration - give me so much hope for the world.

And there is so much more work to do here in Southern Illinois.
With less than 5% of land conserved in the southern third of the
state, the community coming together to save special places is
needed more than ever.

To increase the pace of conservation, we are working to raise
funding to expand our team and partnerships. We need to

save more prairies, farms, and woods that are being lost
to development or lack of stewardship. G

With community support, we can make sure that
southern Illinois” historic farms, wildlife habitats, &
and places of respite will be here now and for future
generations.

Mary Vandebord, President & CEO

mary.vandevord@heartlandsconservancy.org
(618) 566-4451 ex 20




Southern lllinois is a place of
natural beauty, where dense
woodlands, winding rivers, and
open prairies invite generations
to explore and connect with
nature. But for Rob, this
landscape is more than just
scenic views—it's a legacy, a
heritage passed down through
time, and one he's determined
to protect. As an avid hunter,
fisherman, and outdoorsman,
Rob knows firsthand how
important public lands
» are for the region’s

' outdoor recreation
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The Importance
~of Connecting
/ with Nature

| For Rob, the
¢ desire to protect
~—  Southern Illinois’
e outdoor spaces
“#== | has always been
~ _" personal. Growing
> B up on the outskirts
| of Randolph
’ County, he learned
to hunt, fish, and
hike, often on public
lands — places that

were open to all, regardless of
income. But in recent years,
he’s watched as private land
development increasingly
encroaches on the very places
he once frequented.

“The more land that’s closed
off to the public, the more we
lose something valuable —not
just for outdoor recreation, but
for the culture and way of life
that these activities represent,”
says Rob. “The lands I once
explored as a kid, and hoped
to create memories with our
kids and grandkids on have
nearly all disappeared.” These
are places where people find
peace, camaraderie, and respect
for nature, that are now being
paved over and turned into the
next suburban subdivision.

Unfortunately, as development
pressures mount in southern
Illinois, the opportunities for
public access to outdoor spaces
continue to shrink. Like many
others, Rob worries that unless
something changes, future
generations won't have the
same opportunities he had to
hunt in the woods, fish in the
creeks, or simply enjoy the
outdoors.

The Growing Need for
Public Land

[llinois ranks 46th in the nation
for public land, with only 3%
open to the public. The need to
protect land and create public
access for recreation is more
important than ever.

As a community-supported
land trust, HeartLands
Conservancy is working to
safeguard critical landscapes
by acquiring, preserving, and
managing lands for public
benefit, ensuring that places for
recreation and wildlife habitat
remain accessible for future
generations. That includes
providing access for hunting
and fishing where appropriate.

“The more people

who understand the
importance of public
lands and get involved,
the stronger our efforts
will be.” - Rob
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In Southern lllinois,
farmland, wild lands,
and parks represent
more than just land—
they symbolize a
way of life, a deep
connection to nature,
and a commitment to
community.

However, many places that

are so special to our region are
disappearing or lacking care.
Historic farms and habitats are
lost to haphazard development
at alarming rates. Many natural
areas are being lost to the
overgrowth of aggressive plants

that destroy the needed food
sources for so many animals.
In many towns, trees and
wild places are nonexistent,
prohibited by local laws, or
largely inaccessible.

Southern Illinois can protect the
heritage, scenery, and wildlife
that define the region by uniting
around conservation.

Conservation Takes Many Forms

Conservation can take many
forms, from protecting
farmland to creating more parks
and preserving wildlands. Each
type serves a different function

but offers overlapping benefits.

Farmland, for instance, is

a source of food, fuel, and
fiber, a symbol of the region’s
agricultural heritage, and an
anchor of the local economy.
Farmland preserved near
wildlands provides places
for wildlife to safely travel to
different parts of the region.

Wildlands, on the other hand,
provide essential habitats that
support healthy wildlife, clean
air, and clean water. The woods,
rivers, and creeks of Southern
Illinois are home to plants and




Historic Farm

Supports the Community and Wildlife

When farms are conserved, they
provide essential green spaces that
benefit both the community and
wildlife. Expansive farms can serve
as travel corridors for animals

like the badger and the fox, while
field edges and woodlands provide
habitat for migratory birds, such
as vireos and warblers. Box turtles,
too, find shelter in the woods

and creeks, creating a connected
ecosystem.

The Weilbacher Farm in Waterloo,
Illinois, preserves working
agricultural lands along with the
forest and creeks that provide
critical habitat for wildlife on the

property.

animals, some of which are
found only in this region or in
limited areas, like the Illinois
Chorus Frog and Cerulean
Warbler. They also provide
places to for people to connect

with nature, hike, and hunt or
fish.

Community parks and natural
spaces bring together people
of all ages. Nature spaces (not
just turf grass and ballfields) in
communities provide so many
benefits to residents.

Studies show time and

again that natural areas

in communities enhance
emotional and mental health,
increase joy and well-being,
and encourage more physical
activity and connection to
others. Communities with
widespread access to nature
find that residents have greater

In 2014, the Weilbacher Family
decided to put their family farm

- which has been in the family for
generations - in a conservation
agreement (called a conservation
easement). The Weilbachers
continue to farm the land and
have committed to preserving the
woods and creeks as well. Thanks
to the agreement, and foresight of
the Weilbacher Family, as the land
changes hands in the future, it will
remain a farm and wildlife habitat.

As development continues to
expand in Monroe County, this
“ordinary” farm may one day be
“extraordinary”

life satisfaction.

Conservation also includes
these places that are open to
the public, publicly owned, or
privately conserved and owned
(such as through a conservation
agreement).

Conserving more land is not just
about setting aside green spaces;
it's about strengthening the bonds
between people, building resilience
in the face of environmental
challenges, and ensuring that future
generations can enjoy the beauty
and bounty of Southern lllinois.
Together, Southern lllinois can create
a legacy of stewardship, proving that
when people unite for a common
cause, they can achieve lasting and
meaningful change.



Right now, less than 5% of
land - whether farmland or
natural land - is conserved
in southern Illinois. Many
counties have 2% or less
conserved.

How can we change this?

There are many ways to make
more conservation a reality

in southern Illinois. Here are
some ideas:

Conserve Farmland through a
Conservation Agreement
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Agricultural Conservation
Agreements are agreements
between a farm landowner and
a land trust like HeartLands
Conservancy. The land stays

in private ownership and
continues to be farmed with the
agreement that the land will not
be converted to development in
the future.

Protect private habitats
through Conservation
Agreements or Land Donations

Similar to an agricultural
agreement, land under a
conservation easement can
stay in private ownership and
enjoyed by the landowner with
the agreement that the natural
area, like woods or prairie, will
not be developed or converted
to other uses.

Advocate for nature spaces,
wildlife habitats, and trees in
your community

Conservation is possible in
communities, too. As a citizen,

you can advocate for the use
of native plants and pollinator

habitat in parks, help your
town officials understand the
importance of trees and nature
spaces, and speak up about the
consequences of haphazard
development.

Help care for wildlands and
community nature spaces

Volunteering to help steward
protected lands and community
nature spaces benefits the
wildlife and the community. It
benefits you, too. Studies show
that volunteering is great for
your mood and well-being. A
win-win!

Convert all or part of your lawn
to wildlife habitat with native
plants

Your own yard can help give
birds, pollinators, and wildlife
a place of respite and food.

Traditional lawns provide little
to no benefit for wildlife.



Natural areas and farms may
seem like they would be at

odds, but they share a powerful,
mutually beneficial relationship.

Large, unbroken natural areas
are rare in Illinois. Many
animals suffer because their
habitats have become isolated.
Farmland can act as a “stepping
stone” that connects otherwise
fractured habitats. Farmers can
help, too, by leaving parts of
their land semi-wild, such as
leaving woods and grassy areas
in tact or rotating crops and
grazing.

In turn, pollinators and natural
predators, like birds and
ladybugs, help crops thrive.
Woods and prairies hold soils in
place and filter pollutants out of
drinking water.

When natural areas are
preserved near farmland,
wildlife populations are
healthier and more diverse,
which translates to better yields
for farmers. When farmland is
preserved near natural areas,
there is a better chance that wild
lands will not be developed.

Conserving southern Illinois’
natural and agricultural lands
helps ensure future generations
can experience and benefit from
the environment we value today.
Conservation agreements (also
called conservation easements)
are powerful tools to protect your
property’s habitat or farm while
continuing to keep it under your
enjoyment and ownership.

The collaboration between
farms and natural habitats is
essential for ecosystems and
building a better world.

That’s why conserving both is
important.

To explore how your vision
can align with long-term
conservation, reach out to our
Land Conservation Manager,
Anna McAtee, at anna.mcatee@
heartlandsconservancy.org

or (618) 566-4451 ex 23. Learn
more about land conservation
options on our website: https://
heartlandsconservancy.org/
land/.



Restoration Avoids

a Dire Future for Poag Sand Prairie

With less than 1% of
lllinois’ original prairies
left, sand prairies
(prairies growing on
sandy soils) are rare
and important habitats.
The sand prairies of
southern lllinois are

so rare and neglected
that the remaining ones
need extensive habitat
enhancement and
restoration.
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Poag Sand Prairie is a sand
prairie preserve in Madison
County being restored to
support wildlife that needs it for
survival, like Ornate Box Turtles
and bobwhite quails.

It Was A Losing Battle

This year, Poag Sand Prairie was
facing a dire future. Invasive
plants had taken over two-thirds
of the prairie. A difficult choice
had to be made - either cut
down all the plants that were

in bloom and providing nectar
for pollinators or risk losing

the prairie plants in the next
growing year.

But The Prairie Is Prevailing...

The decision was made to do a
mow in late spring to set back
and inhibit the invaders from
reseeding. The good news

is that by September, native

The Illinois Chorus Frog is

one example of wildlife that is
rapidly losing its habitat due

to haphazard development.

The frog lives in sandy areas
along the I-255 Corridor near
Edwardsville, Illinois. As the
land is being consumed by giant
warehouses, the population of
frogs has been declining and is
currently endangered in Illinois.

flowers and grasses rebounded,
providing important cover and
food for migratory birds and
butterflies. To continue this
momentum, targeted removal of
invasive plants will be required
over the next few years. In the
meantime, small wetlands will
be installed on the property to
create breeding spots for the
Illinois Chorus Frog.

Restoration of Poag Sand
Prairie is only possible

thanks to support from the
community members who care
about the special places and
wildlife of southern Illinois.

This frog loves the sand
prairies that have been
preserved but also survives
alongside the agricultural
lands in the area. Preserving
farmland while there’s still
time will help keep this frog
from going extinct.



Did you know you can make
a difference for community
nature spaces, wildlife, and
farms by donating land to
HeartLands Conservancy?

Every year, communities are
asking us to save the cherished
lands that make them special.
Many of these critical lands will
be lost if we don't act within the
next five to ten years. With less
than 5% of the land conserved,
our health and well-being are at
risk.

There’s a way to help - gifts of
real estate can help increase the

Conservation Agreements (also

called conservation easements)
are agreements between a
landowner and a land trust,
like HeartLands Conservancy,
that permanently protect

the land and its habitats

or agricultural lands from
development.

Landowners can retain their
ownership of the land and can
continue to use, enjoy, and
manage their land. Farmers

. :
- R
WP i B

pace of conservation. There are
many options, including;:

Donate a working farm or
land to create or expand a
conservation area or park
directly, in your will, or with a
life estate.

Donate real estate for resale.
You can donate a cabin, vacation
home, business, or residence
specifically for HeartLands
Conservancy to resell, and
apply those funds to local
conservation.

This can be a tax-savvy way to
protect the land and water that
makes southern Illinois special.

can continue to farm or graze
their land.

Activities like hunting, fishing,
and recreation can still be
allowed within the terms if
desired. Public access to the
property is not required.

Each conservation agreement is
monitored annually to ensure
the terms of the agreement,
such as not building a
subdivision, are being upheld.

These gifts may eliminate
capital gains tax, provide
income tax and/or estate
tax benefits, and reduce the
hassle of property taxes and
maintenance.

But perhaps, even more
importantly, it's a way for you
to make a lasting difference at a
time when you are needed more
than ever.

If you're interested in talking
more about gifts of real
estate, email or call Mary
Vandevord, President &

CEO, at maryvandevord@
heartlandsconservancy.org or
(618) 566-4451 ext. 20

Donated conservation
easements are typically
considered charitable donations
and may qualify for federal
income tax benefits.

If you’d like to learn more,
contact Anna at (618) 566-
4451 ex 23 or anna.mcatee@
heartlandsconservancy.org



Edwardsville is one of
the fastest-growing
communities in Southern
lllinois. Over time, this
has put tremendous
pressure on open

lands, which are rapidly
becoming developed.

Recognizing the need for
current and future residents
to have more access to nature
spaces and to preserve habitats,
the City of Edwardsville is
taking bold steps. Over the
last 7 years, the city has added
several natural areas to its
community parks system,
including William C. Drda
Woods and Richards Woods.

these forested parks would need
long-term care and that the
community would benefit from
access. Seeking the community’s
input on the future of these two
parks would mean they could
managed in ways that provided
meaningful experiences for
residents while also respecting
the environment. So they asked
us for help.

HeartLands Conservancy
worked with the city and
community members to develop
a shared vision, strategy, and
conservation management plan
for these forests.

Community members
envisioned these forests as
places for low-impact activities,
like walking, birdwatching,
and nature education. They
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also stressed the importance of
preserving and enhancing the
ecosystems and wildlife habitat
in each park, such as removing
invasive plants, planting trees,
and preserving existing trees
and plants.

Thanks to the Edwardsville
community, Drda Woods and
Richards Woods will continue
to be places for nature that also
welcome the community today
and tomorrow.

Saving these natural spaces for
residents is about more than just
saving the land; it's about laying
the groundwork for a legacy of
well-being, stewardship, and
community. It's through spaces
like Richards Woods and Drda
Woods that we envision a future
where everyone can have access to
nature’s benefits—from clean air
and habitats for wildlife to spaces
for relaxation, recreation, and
connection. By preserving these
areas, we're investing in a vibrant,
sustainable future for the people of
Edwardsville.
- Sarah Cundiff, Chair,
Edwardsville Environmental Commission
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Wildlife and people need
clean water to survive.

Soil erosion, and the chemicals
it brings with it, is one of the
major causes of water pollution
in southern Illinois. So, when
the Dunlap Lake Property
Owner’s Association (POA) in
Edwardsville asked for help
reducing the amount of eroded

Help is Available
for Clean Water
and Soil Erosion

If you or someone you know is
interested in enhancing land

to support cleaner water and
reduce soil erosion, HeartLands
Conservancy and our partners
have several cost-share
opportunities. Here are a few:

Wood River Watershed,
which covers parts of Brighton,
Godfrey, Alton, East Alton,
Rosewood Heights, Bethalto,

soil from entering their lake, we
were excited to help.

Working with the upstream
properties, the POA, Madison
County, and the State several
things happened. First, rocks
and plants were installed to
hold in soil on the creek banks
that flow into the lake. Then,

a soil capture area was added
to one of the inlets of the lake.

and Moro. Financial assistance
for landowners experiencing
streambank erosion, gully
erosion along streams, or topsoil
loss during storms.

Southern Illinois conservation
opportunities in the Kaskaskia
River, American Bottom
(Mississippi River in Illinois),
and Cache River watersheds.
Through a partnership with
Ducks Unlimited, funding

will be available from the
USDA Regional Conservation
Partnership Program (RCPP) to
reduce soil erosion, enhance soil

This new basin captures the soil
carried by water from upstream
tields before it enters the lake

and further into Mooney Creek.
As the soil settles, the pollutants
stay out of the lake and are
filtered by plants.

Funded in part under Section 319 of the
Clean Water Act.

productivity, and support clean
water and forestry projects. More
information will be available soon.

For more information about water
and soil conservation programs
and opportunities, please contact
John O'Donnell at (618) 566-

4451 ex. 14 or john.odonnell@
heartlandsconservancy.org.



Tree Captain
and Treasure

Sandy VerDuin
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Winter Stewardship

As native plants go dormant
and wildlife shelters for
winter, there’s still important
conservation work to be done!
Whether it’s working to remove
(easier-to-spot) invasive plants
or caring for young trees,
there are many options to help
with volunteer stewardship.
Stewardship days are a great
way to volunteer and connect
with others in the community.

In 2019 I moved to Southern
Ilinois from just east of
Cleveland, Ohio where I had
been an active trustee with
the Western Reserve Land
Conservancy. Upon arriving
here, I searched for a similar
organization that engaged our
communities to protect our air
and water, habitat for nature
to thrive, that had our natural
earth as a priority and found
Heartlands Conservancy.

Upon meeting with Mary and
other staff, their wide-ranging
visions of what conservation
could be were validated as

Tree Stewards are dedicated
volunteers trained to plant,
monitor, and care for
community trees.

The six-week program offers
training (no experience needed)
in areas like Tree Equity,
Biology, Planting, Pruning, and
Forest Ecology. Classes are in-

person at our office in Belleville.

Each session is also recorded
and available online, so you can

Visit our website under the Get
Involved tab.

Starting in Jan 2025 - Updated
Monthly Volunteer Stewardship
Schedule:

* Poag Sand Prairie,
Edwardsville: 2nd Thursday
of each month, 9 am - 12

* Exploration Garden,
Swansea: 2nd Friday of each
month, 9 am - 12

* Signal Hill Outdoor
Classroom, Belleville: 3rd

they eagerly welcomed my
suggestion that Heartlands offer
a Tree Steward program similar
to what I did in Ohio.

Collaborating with Forest
ReLeaf of Missouri for the

first cohort, Heartlands” Tree
Steward Program was born and
now, years later, has grown to
include Tree Steward Captains.

It is energizing and very
gratifying to continue to

be part of such a strong
commitment to planting trees
that are so vital in helping to
heal our aching earth.

complete the program at your
own pace anytime.

Tree Stewards pledge to
volunteer in parks, forests, and
towns in the southern Illinois
region.
Spring 2025 Training:

e March 11, 18, 25, and

e April 1, 8,15 from 6-8pm.

Registration is available on our
website or by phone.

Friday of each month, 9 - 12

* Rotating Locations
(Arlington Wetlands,
Brushy Lake, Knoll Wildlife
Sanctuary): 4th Saturday of
each month, 9 am - 12

Upcoming Trainings (Check website
for details)

e *Tentative* Fri, Feb 7:
Bluebird Monitor

e Wed, Feb 12: Safe Chainsaw
Operations for Volunteers.



Cash-Fre

for Conservatlon

Stocks and Donor-Advised Funds

You can amplify
conservation by
donating shares
of appreciated
securities.

Did you know that by donating
stock that has appreciated

for more than a year, you are
actually giving 20 percent more
than if you sold the stock and
then made a cash donation?

The reason is simple: donating
appreciated stock helps you
avoid capital gains taxes (which
carry a maximum federal
capital gains tax of 20% on long-
term holdings).

What's even more exciting is
that with the current market,
you will likely realize a taxable
profit on the sale of assets you

Leaving a Legacy of
Conservation

Donating stock, securities,
and mutual fund shares is an
effective and tax-savvy way
to not only make conservation
possible here in southern
Illinois but also make a
difference in your future

purchased in the past five years.
That means you can make

an incredible difference for

the special places of southern
linois.

You can donate stocks without
headaches.

Giving gifts of stock is easier
than ever, with instructions
available right on our website
(heartlandsconservancy.org/
support/gifts-of-stock).

Simplify by Giving Stock Through a
Donor-Advised Fund

Giving through a donor-advised
fund can make donating

stock completely hassle-free

by streamlining the donation
process (this often leaves you
with only one form to file with
your tax return).

Donating stock to a donor-
advised fund allows you to

plans, protecting heirs from the
burden of capital gains taxes.

Making a planned gift, such as
in your will, is another simple
way to leave a lasting legacy for
future generations to experience
the heartlands you know

and love while offering you

and your loved ones valuable
financial benefits.

take a deduction for the current
tax year and then support
conservation in southern Illinois
as you would like and according
to a timetable that makes the
most sense for you.

Because different assets take
different amounts of time

to be transferred, we always
recommend initiating your
plans as early as possible,
keeping in mind that to

be eligible for a charitable
deduction for this tax year,
donations, including those of
stock, need to be received by
December 31st.

HeartLands Conservancy is a nonprofit
501(c)(3) organization (Tax ID: 37-
1273869). All contributions are tax-
deductible to the full extent allowed by
law. We recommend you speak with your
financial advisor about the deductibility of

your gift.

A planned gift is a great

way to show your support

for nature and special places
in southern Illinois for

more information: Mallory
Ketcherside, Director of Donor
Relations, at (618) 566-4451 ex
10 or mallory.ketcherside@
heartlandsconservancy.org.



Lasting Tributes

What better way to honor
someone or something that has
made a lasting impact on your
life than with a tribute gift that
protects the special places that
make up the southern lllinois
region that you know and love?

We are deeply grateful to those
who have chosen to give back in
this meaningful way—helping
to safeguard the natural beauty
of southern Illinois for future
generations while paying tribute
to the loved ones and places that
are so special.

Gifts to HeartLands
Conservancy, thus far, in 2024,
were made in honor of:

Amanda Hickey Black
Andrea

Andrea Delgado

Bell Bowl Prairie

Bill Ziebold

Camelia

Carl and Betty Becker
Charles & Pauline McNutt
Chris Dobbie and Nola Willis
David Van Lieshout

Evan Milsteadt
Fannye Cook
Jean Boddingham

Joan and Charles Frederick

Judy Cooper
Kathleen Trahan
Katie Borenstein
Keith Rohling
Kitty Cymore
Larry Serafin,
our goodest boy Pug
Laura Lyon
Laura Stamp
Mary and John Wantland
Mary Vandevord
Mia
Nancy Firestone
Nate Schmitt
Papa and Chi-Chi
Paul Johnson
Raymond Hollenback
Reuben & Ellen Evenson
Robert J Glaser
Ron Newman
S Judson Scanlon
Sara Ceresa
Terence Quirk

The chickens of Loud Mary’s

The Earth

Veachel and Dorothy Dodson

Victoria Borowicz
and Steve Juliano

gl We make every
RIS

2 effort to ensure

4l the accuracy of

| our donor listings

Gifts to HeartLands
Conservancy were made in
memory of the following loved
ones thus far, in 2024:

Alice
Barbara Hertel
Bette Aleta Leopold
Bobby Stewart
Charles and Joan Frederick
Chonky boy, black swallowtail
butterfly caterpillar
David Beckhorn
Dennis Fitzwilliam
Edna Dell Weinel
Frank and Linda Povirk
Gilbert Moteberg
Gloria af
Jimmy Hendrix
John Valencia
Judy Ballinger
Lylia Andrews
Perle Olsson
Roberta “Birda”
Roland & Wanda Latina
Sandy Painter
Scott Lybarger
Shannon and Annie
The Parents of
Bill and Vickie Gardner
Theodore Roosevelt

Timmy Edelman

Please contact Mallory
Ketcherside, Director of Donor
Relations, at (618) 566-4451 ex
10, or mallory.ketcherside@
heartlandsconservancy.org if
you have questions, would like
to update how your support is
recognized, or would like to
explore impactful ways you can
give to honor your loved ones,
while making conservation
possible in southern Illinois.



Board of Directors

Janet Haroian Board Chair

Gary Huelsmann Vice Chair

William Boardman Second Vice Chair
Amy Kempfer Treasurer

Anne Werner Secretary

Carol Gentry
Field to Fork Committee Co-Chair

Dawnesha Johnson
Development Committee Chair

Robert C. Nelson
Programs & Services Committee Chair

Kerry Warren-Couch
Field to Fork Committee Co-Chair

Dallas Alley Member at Large
Denise Augustin Member at Large
David Cobb Member at Large
Nancy Larson Member at Large
Cliff Schuette Member at Large

Lisa Tiedemann Member at Large

Team

Jack Aydt
Stewardship Technician
Daizjah Day
Community Planning &
Engagement Associate

Scott Dunakey
Community Planning & Policy Manager

Jessica Guldner
Operations Coordinator

Mallory Ketcherside
Director of Donor Relations

Laura L. Lyon
Vice President

Anna McAtee
Land Conservation Manager

John O’Donnell
Water Program Manager

Mary Vandevord
President & CEO

Ed Weilbacher
Senior Advisor

Jamie Wheeler
Director of Finance & Administration

Michael Andreas
Special Projects Coordinator

HeartLands Conservancy

29 East Main Street

Belleville, IL 62220

(618) 566-4451
info@HeartLandsConservancy.org

Follow us on social media
@heartlandsconservancy

HeartLandsConservancy.org

HLC is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.
Contributions are tax deductible and are
graciously accepted throughout the year.
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Help Preserve What Makes
Southern lllinois Special

Southern Illinois is a treasure —a place where
wildlife thrives in woods and prairies, and
historic farms tell the stories of the past and
future. But these lands need your help to
survive.

For you, for future generations, and for the
wild places and farms we all love — your
tax-deductible, year-end gift will help
preserve more critical prairie and forest
habitats, historic farms, and tranquil spaces

that provide refuge for both wildlife and the
people who call this region home.

Give today by scanning the QR code
with your phone or go to https://
heartlandsconservancy.org/support/donate/



