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HeartLands Conservancy Awarded American Water Charitable Foundation 2025 
Water and Environment Grant 

Belleville, Ill. – HeartLands Conservancy announced today that it was awarded an 
American Water Charitable Foundation 2025 Water and Environment grant, focusing on 
a golf course retransformation promoting environmental education, water play, restoring 
biodiversity and habitat in Swansea. In Clinton Hills Conservation Park (once an old golf 
course) HeartLands Conservancy’s Exploration Garden: A Rain Drop’s Journey is a 
transformative environmental project designed to engage people in understanding the 
beauty of water, its cycle, conservation, and quality, and the significance of healthy 
watersheds. This initiative offers an interactive, hands-on experience, empowering 
visitors to explore the vital connections between water, habitat restoration, and 
biodiversity.  

“The Exploration Garden is a special partnership between HeartLands Conservancy 
and the Village of Swansea to create wildlife habitat and space for the community. This 
grant from the American Water Charitable Foundation will help the continued 
transformation of the garden into a place that supports clean water, wildlife, and 
people,” said Mary Vandevord, President & CEO of HeartLands Conservancy. 

The Water and Environment grant is part of the American Water Charitable 
Foundation’s Keep Communities Flowing Grant Program. The Foundation is a 
philanthropic non-profit organization established by American Water (NYSE: AWK), the 
largest regulated water and wastewater utility company in the U.S., supporting 
high-impact projects and initiatives that further American Water’s commitment to the 
communities it serves. 

“The American Water Charitable Foundation is proud to invest in organizations and 
programs that focus on clean water, conservation, environmental education, climate 
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variability and water-based recreation,” said Carrie Williams, President, American Water 
Charitable Foundation. “We take pride in furthering American Water’s ongoing 
commitment to being a good neighbor and trusted partner in the community.” 

​
Learn more about the Exploration Garden at: 
https://heartlandsconservancy.org/project/exploration-garden-phase-iii/ ​
 

About HeartLands Conservancy 
HeartLands Conservancy (HLC) is a nonprofit organization that conserves wildlife 
habitat, historic family farms, clean air and water, and access to nature for a thriving 
southern Illinois. Established in 1989, HLC has conserved more than 11,000 acres of 
important lands in the southern third of Illinois, created more than 200 miles of trails, 
and planted more than 100,000 trees.  

For more information, visit heartlandsconservancy.org and follow HLC on Facebook, 
Instagram, and LinkedIn.  

About American Water​
American Water (NYSE: AWK) is the largest regulated water and wastewater utility 
company in the United States. With a history dating back to 1886, We Keep Life 
Flowing® by providing safe, clean, reliable and affordable drinking water and 
wastewater services to more than 14 million people with regulated operations in 14 
states and on 18 military installations. American Water's 6,700 talented professionals 
leverage their significant expertise and the company’s national size and scale to 
achieve excellent outcomes for the benefit of customers, employees, investors and 
other stakeholders.​
​
For more information, visit amwater.com and join American Water on LinkedIn, 
Facebook, X and Instagram.​
​
About American Water Charitable Foundation​
The American Water Charitable Foundation, a philanthropic non-profit organization 
established by American Water (NYSE: AWK), focuses on three pillars of giving: Water, 
People, and Communities. Since 2012, the Foundation has invested more than $20 
million in funding through grants and matching gifts to support eligible organizations in 
communities served by American Water. The Foundation is funded by American Water 
shareholders and has no impact on customer rates. For more information, visit 
amwater.com/awcf. ​
​
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