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It's been a challenging year,

but community keeps
conservation going

As 2025 comes to a close, I'm reflecting on all that’s happened
this year. It’s certainly been a challenging year for many people,
wildlife, and communities.

When we ended 2024, we had secured significant federal funding to help farmers and families
conserve and restore their farms, woods, and prairies here in the southern third of Illinois. We
budgeted our year around these projects.

By February, our federal projects had been put on pause, and in June, they were rescinded.
We've had to scramble and even lay off some of our team. This meant we had to reduce
stewardship at some of our properties. Volunteer coordination had to decrease as we
reassessed our situation.

This also meant that we were unable to save some of the region‘s most important prairies and
farmland this year. These lands are home to endangered frogs and turtles, migratory birds,
and other rare plants and animals. I hold my breath each time I pass them, hoping that they
don’t become the next subdivision.

Despite these challenges, I have hope. When we shared what was happening, the community
stepped up. Almost immediately, people who love the lands and wildlife in our region asked
how they can help.

People from near and far helped us close some of the $2 million funding loss. Others took on
volunteer leadership roles, such as leading bike rides on the trails for us. Others became our
eyes, ears, and extra hands at preserves like Poag Sand Prairie, Arlington Wetlands, and the
Exploration Garden.

Thanks to the community’s support, we could continue to help families conserve their farms
and woods, assist local towns with trees and trails, and connect more people to nature here at
home.

Now, as we wrap up 2025, we have at least five critical projects
underway that will preserve forests, prairies, rivers, and farmland.

There is much more to do. I'm grateful for people like you who
have stood with us during this uncertain time.

Best,

Mary Vandevord; President & CEO
maryvandevord@heartlandsconservancy.org
(618) 566-4451 ex 20
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When federal priorities
shifted this year and funding
for conservation work was
reduced, something troubling
happened. Our staff could no
longer visit our natural areas
as often. We couldn’t run as
many volunteer days. And

for a moment, it felt like the
places you care about — the
wetlands, prairies, trails, and
gardens you help protect —
might not receive the attention
they need to stay healthy.

Then something wonderful
happened.

A group of people stepped forward.
People who love these places just
as much as you do. People who
said, “I can help.”

They became our Volunteer Site
Stewards.

These volunteers take on an
extraordinary role. They walk the
trails. They check on plants and
wildlife. They remove invasive
species and pick up trash.

They alert staff when they see
something that needs attention.
They document what they see
through photos, notes, and simple
observations that help guide our
decisions throughout the year.

Their impact has been remarkable.

At Arlington Wetlands, a steward
noticed a large tree that had

fallen across a trail. Because they
reported it right away, visitors were
able to enjoy that path again within
hours, rather than waiting weeks.

At Poag Sand Prairie, stewards
spotted invasive plants moving
into new areas. Their early warning
allowed staff to organize the next
volunteer day around removing
those plants before they spread
further.

One steward, Jon Jonas, led
Scout Troop 94 in planting native
seedlings around newly created
frog ponds. He also supported an
Eagle Scout project that focused
on removing invasive grasses, like
sericea lespedeza, from the prairie.

At the Exploration Garden,
stewards cared for plants that were
struggling in the summer drought.
They helped them survive until
conditions improved in the fall,
when the plants were finally able to
go into the ground.

Because of volunteers like these,
and supporters like you, our
natural areas remain safe,

open, and thriving even during
challenging times.

If you would like to take a next step
in caring for the places you love,
sign up for our volunteer email list:
https://heartlandsconservancy.
org/volunteer/
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When most people imagine
land conservation, they picture
vast landscapes, rolling prairies
stretching to the horizon,

or deep forests that seem
endless. While protecting large,
contiguous areas of habitat

is undeniably important, at
HeartLands Conservancy we
know that the small properties,
half an acre here, ten acres
there, are just as vital to the
health of our environment and
our communities in southern
lllinois.

Mlinois’ natural heritage has been
dramatically altered over the past
two centuries. Less than 1% of
the state’s original prairie
remains. Those remnants,
sometimes no larger than a
backyard or a roadside patch,

harbor an astonishing diversity
of plants, insects, and wildlife.
Even a half-acre prairie can

be a lifeline for pollinators like
monarch butterflies, native bees,
and other species that depend on
native grasses and wildflowers
for survival. When these small
fragments are connected through
thoughtful conservation, they
become stepping stones across the
landscape, helping species move,
feed, and reproduce.

The story is similar for Illinois’
once vast forests. Nearly two-
thirds of the state’s original
forests have been lost to
agriculture, development, and
fragmentation. The woodlands
that remain, whether a sprawling
500-acre preserve or a quiet five-
acre grove, serve as crucial refuges
for migratory birds, box turtles,

small mammals, and countless
other creatures. Each patch
provides shelter, nesting sites, and
safe passage through a landscape
that can otherwise be difficult for
wildlife to navigate.

For migratory birds, especially,
small forest patches are oases.

As they travel thousands of miles
each year, birds such as the wood
thrush, ovenbird, and scarlet
tanager rely on these resting spots
to refuel and recover. Without
them, the long journeys between
summer and winter habitats would
be far more perilous.

Small properties also provide
opportunities for people to connect
with nature close to home. They
might be the neighborhood woods
that filter rainwater and cool the
air, the community prairie that
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bursts with color in summer, or the
small family farm that grows food
for local markets.

In southern Illinois, working

lands are part of our conservation
story, too. Small farms sustain
communities by producing food,
fiber, and other goods while often
stewarding soil, water, and wildlife
habitat in the process. Protecting
and supporting these lands helps
preserve our natural and cultural
landscapes and community fabric.

At HeartLands Conservancy,

every acre has a role to play

in conservation. Through
partnerships with landowners,
local governments, and community

&
The 0venbird,ﬁ_

A Small Songbird that

Needs Protected Forest
Patches

organizations, we work to protect
and recognize properties of all sizes
that hold ecological, cultural, or
community value.

Sometimes that means restoring a
half-acre prairie behind a school.
Other times, it means helping

a family conserve their 20-acre
woodland. Each project, large or
small, adds another piece to the
puzzle of a healthier and more
resilient region.

Protecting Illinois’ natural legacy
is about ensuring that every pocket
of prairie, every stand of oaks,

and every small farm continues to
thrive.

We need conserved lands more
than ever.

« Birds and insect populations
are crashing in the U.S., an
estimated drop of 70% over the
last few decades.

+ The number of family-owned
farms in Illinois is declining
steadily each year.

« People are spending less than an
hour per day outdoors, a steep
decline from years past.

Saving lands, large and small, close
to home can help wildlife, family
farms, and people’s connection to
nature and the outdoors.

If you walk through woods in southern Illinois in spring, you might
hear a loud song that sounds like “teacher, teacher, teacher!” The voice
belongs to the ovenbird, a small warbler that depends on healthy

forests for survival.

The bird gets its name from the distinctive nest it builds on the forest
floor. The domed structure, woven from leaves and grass, resembles
a tiny outdoor oven. Inside this shelter, the female lays and incubates
her eggs, while the male sings nearby to defend their territory.

Ovenbirds are part of a group of migratory birds that
travel thousands of miles each year from South America.
When they return to Illinois each spring, they need
safe, quiet forest habitat where they can feed and rest.
Occasionally in our state, they nest and raise their young.

Unfortunately, much of Illinois’ original forest
has disappeared, and what remains is often
broken up into smaller sections. Yet research
shows that ovenbirds and other songbirds can
still thrive in these smaller patches when the
trees are healthy and the understory is protected.

Protecting remaining woods, no matter their size,
is critical for birds like the ovenbird.
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Building Lifelines® ™ &

for Southern Illineis Communid

Imagine your neighborhood
with safe, easy places to walk
or bike. Families exploring
together. Kids gaining
independence. Neighbors
stopping to chat. Local
businesses seeing more visitors.
That's the difference trails,
sidewalks, and paths make.

Recognizing the need for more trails
and safe places to walk and bike,
HeartLands Conservancy assisted
several communities in Southern
Ilinois this year in making that
vision a reality. Even with shifting
federal priorities and funding cuts,
safe and accessible trails remain
more critical than ever.

Through our partnership with the
Illinois Public Health Institute’s
State Physical Activity and Nutrition

Trails Don't Appear
by Accident

If you love the idea of more places
to walk, bike, and explore, your
voice and your enthusiasm can
make a meaningful difference.
They happen because people who
care step forward.

You can start close to home. Join
a local trail committee or attend
a city council meeting. When
communities ask for input, share

program, we provide technical
assistance to communities working
to improve walkability and bike
access.

This year, we focused on three
communities ready to take action.

In Carbondale, our Pedestrian
Connections Assessment identified
nearly four miles of critical
sidewalk and trail connections.
These priority links will help
residents move safely and easily
across town.

In Karnak, we developed a plan
to connect downtown with the
campground and the Tunnel Hill
State Trail trailhead. When built,
residents and visitors will have a
safe alternative to walking along
the roadway.

your thoughts. Every comment
helps shape what gets built.

If you enjoy hands-on work,
volunteer for trail cleanups or
adopt a favorite trail. Lend a
morning to help repair a path,
install a sign, or clear debris. These
simple acts keep trails safe and
welcoming for everyone.

You can also be an advocate. Talk
with your elected officials about
why trails matter to you. Write a
short letter to the editor. Join a

In Anna, we are helping the city
improve bicycle and pedestrian
access between downtown and
surrounding neighborhoods. Next
year, we aim to finalize a strategy
for Main Street that will make it
safer and easier to walk and bicycle.

Across the country, trails and
sidewalks are in high demand

and can make a big difference

for small communities. Yet many
projects face funding cuts. Your
voice matters. Speak up to local,
state, and federal elected officials.
Attend public meetings. Share your
support.

With your help, trails can become
community lifelines where people
get outside, stay active, and feel
connected to their communities.

walking group, or start one if it
doesn't exist yet. Encourage local
businesses and schools to get
involved.

Your effort, no matter the size,
strengthens the network of trails
that connects our Southern Illinois
communities and brings people
together.

If you want to learn more, get in
touch with Scott Dunakey at scott.
dunakey@heartlandsconservancy.
org or call him at (618) 566-4451
ex 15



One Family’s Love of the Land

becomes our newest wildlife reserve

Some gifts can't be measured
in dollars. They are measured in
vision, love, and the choice to
protect something meaningful
for the future. That is exactly
what the Gutierrez family has
given to Southern lllinois.

HeartLands Conservancy recently
received a 15-acre forest donation
in Fayette County near Vandalia
from the daughters of Michele

and Manuel Gutierrez. This forest
has been part of the family for
generations. While much of the
property was a working farm, this
particular section was intentionally
left wild to provide habitat for
wildlife. The daughters made this
donation to honor their parents’
love of nature and their desire to
see the land remain undeveloped.

The forest itself is remarkable.
Towering oak and hickory trees
rise above a rich understory of
wildflowers. Birds, like yellow-
rumped warblers and wild turkeys,
sing from the branches. The forest
also quietly helps maintain the
health of the Kaskaskia River. Its
trees filter water, reduce erosion,
keeping the water cleaner and
clearer.

The land could have been sold
many times over. The family
received repeated offers from
developers. They chose a different
path.

By protecting this forest, the
Gutierrez family has ensured that
future generations will experience
the quiet beauty, the thriving

wildlife, and the peace that has
defined this land for decades.

Thanks to families like the
Gutierrezes, forests, rivers, and
wildlife in Southern Illinois have
a secure future, one that contines
to grow, one acre and one caring
family at a time.
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Every acre of land has a story. generations to come.
Some carry family history, some
S pe cial Places :}}Eelter wildlife, and some preserve
e character of our communities.
Need Hel P HeartLands Conservancy works
with landowners to ensure that
these stories continue.

Southern lllinois’

To learn more about land
conservation, including how to
donate or conserve your property,
contact Anna McAtee, Land
Conservation Manager, at (618)
566-4451 ext. 23 or anna.mcatee@
In counties, like Fayette County, heartlandsconservancy.org.

3% or less is conserved, putting
habitat, farms, and clean water at
risk.

Your actions today can help ensure
that forests, water, and wildlife
thrive in southern Illinois for

You can help change that. If decades to come.

you or someone you know has

land with natural, historical,

or agricultural value, consider

protecting it through a donation or

a conservation agreement.

Your special place can be here for

HeartLandsConservancy.org 8



From Luna Moths to Neighborhoods
Trees Transform Lives

Luna moths are an indicator
of the health of our forests,
and their survival depends on
the care we give to trees and
woodlands. At HeartLands
Conservancy, we are working
to ensure that these forests,
and the species they support,
continue to flourish.
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In East St. Louis, we are taking

this mission into the city. Together
with the City of East St. Louis,

we launched the Tree Care
Initiative: Transforming Lives

& Landscapes. The project will
plant trees on public property across
the city, restoring the canopy and
creating a healthier environment for
people and wildlife.

Planting trees here is about more
than beauty and conservation. Each
tree improves air quality, reduces
heat, and absorbs stormwater,

helping reduce pressure on the city’s

_drainage systems. The goal is
B o plant over 400 trees
by Summer

Each tree planted represents a step
toward a cooler, cleaner, and more
resilient city.

We can create homes for species like
the luna moth and provide residents

with shade, clean air, and rainwater
absorption by planting and
protecting our region’s native trees.

Healthy forests, whether in cities
and towns or out in the country, are
vital to the future of both wildlife
and people. Through projects like
this, HeartLands Conservancy

is helping communities see how
the care of trees and forests today
leads to thriving ecosystems

and stronger, more resilient
neighborhoods tomorrow.

How Do Trees Help
Communities?

For every dollar invested
in community trees, the

community receives a $4
return in benefits, such as:

+ Absorbing excess rainwater

+ Lowering electric bills by
cooling and blocking the wind

+ Making neighborhoods more
attractive

+ Improving mental health by
providing access to nature




When you imagine a prairie,
you might picture wide-open
grasslands stretching for
miles, dotted with colorful
wildflowers. But prairies come
in many forms, including
tallgrass, sand, hill, and shrub.
Each type supports a unique
mix of plants and wildlife.

The deep-rooted grasses of
tallgrass prairies, for example,
store carbon and prevent erosion.
Dry, rocky hill prairies, like the
Trout Hollow Hill Prairie, provide
homes for rare species found
nowhere else.

Illinois was once covered by more
than 22 million acres of prairie,
giving the state its nickname, The
Prairie State. Today, less than
one percent of the original
prairie remains. Efforts to identify
and protect these lands began

in the 1970s. Many important
prairies were missed and remain
vulnerable.

HeartLands Conservancy works
with partners to find and protect
remaining pockets of prairie. We
currently steward tallgrass, sand,
and hill prairies across Southern
[linois. Stewardship includes
managing invasive species,

restoring native prairie plants, and
using controlled fire to maintain
the open habitat that prairie species
rely on.

Prairies cannot exist in isolation,
however. Wildlife needs prairies
that are connected to forests, fields,
and rivers to move freely across the
landscape. Protecting both large
prairies and smaller anchor parcels
allows native plants to establish,
pollinators to thrive, and animals
to maintain genetic diversity.

Each protected prairie ;
strengthens the |

clean water, reduces
flooding, stores carbon,

and provides habitat for fj;

countless species.

By working with partners,
volunteers, and local communities,
HeartLands Conservancy is
helping to ensure that prairies and
the forests and fields around them
remain part of Southern Illinois for
generations.

In a region where most prairies
have vanished, each restored or
protected prairie represents the
return of an essential piece of
[llinois’ natural heritage.
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Help in Times of Extreme Weather

Extreme weather has become
a fact of life in lllinois. This
year alone, the state recorded
115 tornadoes, the most in the
nation. Severe thunderstorms
brought high winds, hail, and
heavy rains, and once the
summer storms passed, a

long dry spell caused drought
conditions to worsen.

These swings between floods and
droughts have been happening
more frequently and are beyond
inconvenient. They are damaging
our region’s infrastructure and
neighborhoods, threatening water
supplies, and putting extra strain on
farms and ecosystems.

Wetlands, woods, and farmland
are all vulnerable to these weather
extremes. Flash floods and heavy
rains can reshape wetlands

and wash away wildlife habitat.
Extended dry periods stress

out wildlife. Severe storms and
tornadoes damage trees, leaving
forests more vulnerable to pests
and wildfire. Farms suffer from
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soil erosion, crop loss, and delays
in planting or harvest. Outdoor
spaces such as parks, trails, and
recreational areas also face closure
or damage.

But protecting individual properties
is not enough. To buffer against
weather extremes, the landscape
needs to be connected. Forests,
prairies, wetlands, and farmland
must form networks that allow
water to be absorbed, wildlife

to move, and plants to thrive.
Protecting connected lands reduces
impacts on homes and crops and
ensures that Southern Illinois can
continue to provide safe water,
productive farms, and spaces to
enjoy nature.

We need to protect and connect
natural lands and farms to help
the region adapt to these extreme
weather fluctuations. Each acre
preserved and every wetland or
forest restored adds protection for
people, wildlife, and the future of
Southern Illinois.

Around 10% of southern
lllinois lands are natural
areas like prairies, forests,

and wetlands, while 65% of the
land is farmland. These natural and
agricultural lands can serve as our
natural infrastucture if conserved
and cared for.

If you've ever driven past rivers
and creeks, like Silver Creek in

St. Clair County or the Kaskaskia
River, you've seen this in action.
The forests and wetlands along
these improtant waterways
naturally hold rainwater, allowing
it to absorb slowly into the ground
or evaporate into the air. When the
forests are cut down next to these
streams, the water has nowhere

to go but downstream, causing
flooding in areas it normally
wouldn't.

The farm fields also help

absorb water, especially when
conservation practices are in place,
like terraces, basins, and grassed
waterways.

When natural lands and farms are
protected, communities benefit.



“Volunteering allows me to do
my part in taking care of nature
in my local community,” said
Madeline Eversmann, a Natural
Resources and Environmental
Sciences student at the
University of lllinois Urbana-
Champaign.

Madeline spent her summer

away from campus volunteering
with HeartLands Conservancy.
Passionate about protecting the
environment and ensuring a healthy
future for all humans, animals,

and plants, she wanted to spend

her time doing something both
productive and meaningful. Her
efforts this summer supported
restoration projects across several of
HeartLands Conservancy’s special
places, including the Exploration
Garden.

Although she was nervous to start
something new, Madeline quickly
discovered a welcoming community
of staff and volunteers. She shared
that everyone she met was friendly,
eager to share their knowledge, and
willing to answer questions. That
sense of belonging encouraged her
to continue showing up and making
a difference throughout the season.

Volunteering became a way for
Madeline to bridge her academic
studies with real-world experience.
“Volunteering has helped me find a
community where everyone shares

a passion for conservation and
giving back,” she said. “As a student,
it has also given me the opportunity
to apply classroom knowledge in
the real world and gain first-hand
experience doing the rewarding
work it takes to conserve our
environment.”

Madeline’s story reflects a growing
trend were seeing among young
people who are stepping forward

to take part in conservation efforts.
From incredible scouts partnering
with us on their Eagle Scout projects
to SIUE students joining our
stewardship days, this volunteer
season brought an inspiring wave of
new volunteers of all ages.

When people from different
generations come together for
nature, they create lasting change.
Every volunteer, whether seasoned
or new, helps build a stronger
community and ensures that the
next generation will continue to
care for the special places that make
southern Illinois unique.

HeartLands Conservancy is
grateful to Madeline for spending
her summer with us and to all of
our volunteers who are helping to
protect the natural world we share.

There's a Place for You
in Conservation

Whether you're a student, a lifelong
nature lover, or simply curious to
lend a hand, we would love for you
to join our volunteer community.
Together, we can protect the lands,
waters, and wildlife that make
southern Illinois special.

Sign up for our monthly volunteer
enews to be notified of upcoming
dates at heartlandsconservancy.org/
volunteer/




As a community-supported
conservation organization,

we rely on the generosity and
foresight of people like you to
protect the prairies, forests,
and family farms that define
southern lllinois.

Your support keeps wildlife
habitats thriving, safeguards
clean water, and ensures
that open spaces remain for
generations to enjoy.

If youre considering how to make
the greatest charitable impact
while also being mindful of tax
benefits, here are several smart and
meaningful ways to give.

Double the Impact
of Your Legacy

A $1,000 Gift in Your Honor

Your love of the land can live on
through a legacy of conservation.
By including HeartLands
Conservancy in your will, you
help protect prairies that bloom
each spring, farms that feed our
communities, and wild places
where nature and people thrive
together.

When you share your plans with
us, a $1,000 gift will be made
in your honor, thanks to the
generosity of three caring couples.

8 Wildiife -

Donate Appreciated Stock or
Other Securities

Gifting long-term appreciated
assets such as publicly traded stock,
mutual funds, or bonds can be one
of the most tax-efficient ways to
support conservation. By donating
the asset directly instead of selling
it, you avoid capital gains taxes
and may still claim a deduction for
the full fair-market value, allowing
your gift to stretch further for
southern Illinois® special places.

Give from Your IRA (Qualified
Charitable Distribution)

If you are 70%2 or older, you can
make a tax-free donation of up to
$100,000 per year directly from

It’s a powerful way to make your
impact go further while creating
potential tax benefits for your loved
ones.

It's as easy as 1, 2, 3...

Step 1: Include HeartLands
Conservancy in your will, trust,
IRA, or other plan.

Step 2: Inform HeartLands
Conservancy of your
commitment.

Step 3: Upon notification, a
$1,000 gift will be made in your
honor, helping to protect more
of southern Illinois’ lands and
waters today.

your IRA to a qualified charity. This
Qualified Charitable Distribution
(QCD) can help satisfy your Required
Minimum Distribution (RMD) while
reducing your taxable income, an easy
way to protect wildlife and meet your
financial goals.

Use a Donor-Advised Fund (DAF)

A DAF offers flexibility to plan

your giving with purpose. You can
contribute cash or non-cash assets,
receive an immediate tax deduction,
and recommend grants to your
favorite charities over time. Your
investment may even grow tax-free,
amplifying the difference your support
can make for clean water, open space,
and resilient communities.

Visit heartlandsconservancy.org/
support/legacy-appreciation/ to
learn more.

Your legacy gift ensures that
the places you love - the
family farms, forests, and
prairies that make our region
special - will be protected for
generations to come.

To explore your options or
start a conversation, contact
Mary Vandevord, President
& CEO, at (618) 566-4451
ext. 20 or mary.vandevord@
heartlandsconservancy.org.



Upcoming
Programs

Discover, Learn, & Explore
with Us in 2026

Get ready for another inspiring year
of exploration with HeartLands
Conservancy. Whether you love
spotting wildlife, hiking scenic trails,
or simply soaking in the beauty of
southern Illinois, there’s something for
everyone in our upcoming season of
programs.

Find more events and register online
at heartlandsconservancy.org/events-
calendar.

Stay connected and never miss an
opportunity to explore—sign up for our
eNewsletter and follow us on social
media for updates throughout the year.

 Lasting Tributes

A tribute gift is more than an In Honor of:

act of remembrance —itis a .
Audrey Kate Ketcherside . X L.

promise for the future. . y Bluebird Monitor Training

o Christine Krause

By giving in honor or memory (February)

Delores Mauldin

of someone special, supporters Love birds, nature, or hands-on
of HeartLands Conservancy are Denny Kirkham conservation? Learn how you can take
helping protect the wild places, Janet K. Shelton part in citizen science and help monitor

open spaces, and communities
that make southern Illinois such a
meaningful place to call home. Spring Native Plant Sale
Pre-order native plants in March and

Robert and Katie Nelson bluebird nest boxes this spring.

With deep appreciation, we In Memorv of: , , ,
recognize those who have made Arnold B y April, then pickup in May.
tribute gifts so far in 202‘5. Their rnold busse Frog Walk (April)
generosity celebrates their loved Bitsy Askew

Hop into spring with this fun, family-
friendly evening walk. Discover the
sights and sounds of early spring frogs
Please contact Mallory Ketcherside, Director of Donor Relations, at as they awaken across southern Illinois.
(618) 566-4451 ex 10, or mallory.ketcherside@ heartlandsconservancy. X X

org if you have questions, would like to update how your support is Wildflower Walk (April)

ones in every trail, stream, and

, . , Dennis E. Rodenberg
songbird that continues to thrive.

recognized, or would like to explore impactful ways you can give to Step into the woods and witness the
honor your loved ones, while making conservation possible in southern forest floor come alive with color. Our
[linois. guided Wildflower Walk celebrates the

breathtaking beauty of native blooms in
their springtime splendor.
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John O'Donnell
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Michael Andreas
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HeartLandsConservancy.org
Serving 36 counties
in southern lllinois.

info@HeartLandsConservancy.org

(618) 566-4451

HLC is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization.
Contributions are tax-deductible and are
graciously accepted throughout the year.
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29 E. Main Street, Belleville, IL 62220

y The Lands

-

&

|

You Love
Need You Now

More people than ever are

-
stepping forward to conserve

their prairies, woods, and
family farms, but they can't
do it alone.

Your gift today turns hope
into lasting protection of
southern lllinois’ special
places for generations to
come.

Every acre conserved is
' "a promise kept, for wildlife,
for clean water, for peace
and natural beauty. Forever.

Donate now at

heartlandsconservancy.org or
scan QR code with your phone.
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For breaking news, project updates, & fun facts, sign up
for our e-Newsletter, Facebook, and Instagram pages.




