Gifts by Will

Your will is more than a legal document —it’s a reflection
of what you care about and the future you want to

help shape. When you include a gift to HeartLands
Conservancy in your will or trust, you're creating a
personal legacy of conservation that will protect the
places you love for generations to come.

You don't have to be wealthy to have an impact. Whether your gift is
$1,000, $100,000 or more, your legacy gift says something beautiful
about your values and your hopes for the future.

Let us know about your plans
If you've included HeartLands Conservancy in your will or estate plans,
we would love to hear from you.

¢ Sharing your intentions allows us to plan for the future and honor
your commitment.

» Completing the notification form is quick and easy — it takes
just a minute or two and does not create any legal obligation.
It simply lets us celebrate your legacy.

You can structure your gift in the way that'’s right for you
* Specific gift: a particular dollar amount, asset, or property.

* Percentage gift: a percentage of your estate.
* Residual gift: what remains after other gifts and expenses.

» Contingent gift: a gift that takes effect only if another beneficiary who you have
named in your will is unavailable.

Sample language you can share with your attorney or advisor

“| give and bequeath [describe gift, such as remainder, residual, percentage, or an amount, etc.]
to HeartLands Conservancy, a nonprofit based in Belleville, lllinois, for its general purposes.
Tax ID: 37-1273869."
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You can leave your bequest unrestricted, allowing HeartLands Conservancy to use it where it is needed
most. Or you can also designate your bequest for a specific purpose:

e " . .to create and care for trails and wildlife habitat.”

e “_..to help protect farmland, soil health, and provide for farm viability and local food
opportunities in the region.”

» "...to foster a love of the land through programs and experiences for area youth or
the broader community.”

How it works
1. Name HeartLands Conservancy in your will or trust. If you are comfortable with it, give us
a call so we can thank you and learn what you love about this region. You can also fill out
the Bequest Form (we can send it to you or you can find it on our website).

2. Your gift doesn't affect your assets today — you can change plans at any time.

3. When your gift is realized, it protects the places you care about most.

We're happy to help you think this through.
Contact Mary Vandevord, President & CEO, at (618) 566-4451 x20 or mary@heartlandsconservancy.org.

| felt a sense of responsibility to make sure [the land] was
safe. Preserving precious lands — whether it's a wetland,
something by a stream, some farm—I'm glad to support
something so important to our region and our future.

- BillR.
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