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Learn more about the Jingle Hike Challenge at heartlandsconservancy.org/jingle-hike-challenge

Why Partner with HeartLands?

Celebrate the Season. Support the Outdoors. Sponsor the Jingle Hike Challenge.
You can inspire outdoor adventure while restoring and protecting southern Illinois' natural lands and 
farms as a sponsor of the Jingle Hike Challenge.

Now in its 11th year, the Jingle Hike Challenge has become HeartLands Conservancy's largest annual 
community event, bringing together hundreds of people of all ages to get outside and explore local 
parks and preserves each year. From Thanksgiving Day through New Year's Day, participants visit 
12 unique locations, searching for hidden jingle bells while discovering the trails, forests, prairies, 
and natural spaces that make our region special.

When you sponsor the Jingle Hike Challenge, you're 
investing in the places that make southern Illinois a 
great place to live, work, and explore.

As a nationally accredited land trust, HeartLands 
works alongside landowners, communities, 
businesses, and supporters to protect more than 65 
special places, totaling more than 11, 500 acres. 
These lands provide wildlife habitat, preserve working 
farms, improve water quality, create opportunities for 
outdoor recreation, and protect the natural beauty that 
defines our region.

As a Jingle Hike Challenge sponsor, you'll demonstrate 
your commitment to conservation while connecting 
your business with thousands of outdoor enthusiasts 
and community members throughout the region. 

Your partnership helps protect the lands that benefit 
the community while showcasing your support 
through print, digital, and on-site event recognition.



Learn more about ways to get involved at heartlandsconservancy.org/support/sponsorships

We welcome the opportunity to create a 
customized sponsorship that aligns with 
your organization’s goals and values. 
Together, we can protect southern Illinois’ 
land, water, and communities — now and 
for generations to come.

Your partnership helps make 
measurable conservation outcomes 
possible, including:

Each year, HeartLands Conservancy:

� Conserving and restoring critical 
natural areas and working lands

� Supporting parks, trails, and outdoor 
access across the region

� Improving water quality and habitat 
for wildlife

� Inspiring people to care for and 
connect with the land

� Serves 36 counties in Southern IL
� Saves 1,320 acres of farms and 

natural areas on average
� Plants 1,000+ trees locally
� Diverts thousands of pounds of 

pollutants from waterways
� Hosts 30+ events and outdoor 

experiences

The Jingle Hike Challenge is a 
Crowd Favorite: 2025 Stats

Your Impact as a Sponsor

We want to tell your story: 
Why you care about conserved lands 
and waters, how you are making a 
difference throughout the region.

Let’s Build a Partnership That 
Works for You

Mallory Ketcherside, 
Director of Donor Relations
29 E  Main Street
Belleville, IL 62220
618-566-4451 ext. 10

mallory.ketcherside@heartlandsconservancy.org

750+ hikers 
participated

4,217 
bell finds 

3,080 correct 
Tree ID guesses

280+ young 
hikers participated 

598 bells found by 
four-legged hikers

396 hikers found 6+ bells for a chance 
to win a Grand Prize

Many hikers visit local restaurants and 
shops while exploring nearby parks and 
trails during the challenge

139 hikers found 
ALL 12 bells

• 20,000+ social media reach 
• 6,000+ direct email impressions
• 3,000+ web page hits
• 1,500+ direct mail distribution

• 89% hiker retention rate 
• 12.5% increase in registered hikers 
(over 80 new) in 2025



Become a Jingle Hike Challenge Sponsor
Commit to healthier land, water, and communities in southern Illinois

HeartLands Conservancy is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization
Tax ID: 37-1273869

www.heartlandsconservancy.org  |  618.566.4451 ex. 10



Jingle Hike Challenge Sponsorship Opportunities

The Jingle Hike Challenge wouldn't be possible without the support of local businesses and community 
partners. By sponsoring this annual tradition, your business helps create a memorable outdoor 
experience for hundreds of participants while supporting HeartLands Conservancy's work to protect 
the forests, prairies, farms, and waterways that make southern Illinois unique.

Sponsorship opportunities are available through financial contributions or in-kind donations of 
goods or services that support the event. In-kind contributions are recognized at the equivalent 
sponsorship level based on their estimated fair market value, allowing your business to receive the 
same benefits and recognition as a monetary sponsor.

29 E. Main Street
Belleville, IL 62220

HeartLands Conservancy is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) 
organization; Tax ID: 37-1273869

Jingle Hike Challenge Sponsorship Benefits
Your Partnership 
Benefits

$5,000
Presenting 
Sponsor
Limit One

$2,500
Community 
Sponsor

$1,000
Supporting 
Sponsor

$500
Community 
Supporter

Recognition on HLC's 
Website Included Included Included Included

Social Media Recognition
All Event-related 

Posts + 2 Non-event 
Sponsor posts / year

2 times / year + 
Group Thank You

2 times / year + 
Group Thank You

1 time / year + Group 
Thank You

Jingle Hike  Challenge T-Shirt 
Recognition

Presenting
Logo Recognition Logo Recognition Logo Recognition Name Recognition 

Jingle Hike Challenge Tree 
Tag Recognition

Logo Recognition
All Twelve Tags   

Logo Recognition 
Two Tags

Logo Recognition 
One Tag

Name Recognition 
One Tag

Complimentary Jingle Hike 
Registrations 10 Registrations   6 Registrations 4 Registrations 2 Registrations  

Option to include 
promotional material in 
participant packets (8.5x11, 
double-sided)

Included Included Included Included

Feature story about your 
business

1 story (full length & 
short)

1 story (short 
version)

1 story (short 
version)

Custom conservation 
experience with staff 
(half-day)

Included Included

Tree Sponsors



For more information on partnership opportunities, please contact:

29 E. Main Street
Belleville, IL 62220

Mallory Ketcherside, Director of Donor Relations
mallory.ketcherside@heartlandsconservancy.org
618-566-4451 ext. 10

How the Jingle Hike Challenge Works
From Thanksgiving Day through New Year's 
Day, the Jingle Hike Challenge invites families, 
friends, four-legged companions, and outdoor 
enthusiasts to explore 12 parks and preserves 
across southern Illinois in search of hidden 
jingle bells.

At each stop, hikers discover a native tree 
decorated with a festive red bow and jingle 
bells, then scan the QR code on the tree tag to 
record their visit. Every hike is a chance to 
experience a new trail, enjoy time outdoors, 
and complete the challenge for an opportunity 
to win prizes — all while supporting the 
protection and restoration of the lands and 
waters of southern Illinois.
Sponsors Make This Beloved Event Possible

Your partnership helps create a fun, memorable 
outdoor experience for hundreds of 
participants while conserving more land and 
water in southern Illinois.



Jingle Hike Challenge Sponsor Partnership Agreement

Please contact Mallory Ketcherside, Director of Donor Relations at mallory.ketcherside@heartlandsconservancy.org or 
618-566-4451 ext. 10 with any questions or inquiries for additional information.

29 E. Main Street
Belleville, IL 62220

HeartLands Conservancy is a nonprofit 501(c)(3) 
organization; Tax ID: 37-1273869

Please print your/company name as you would like it to appear on marketing materials:

Payment Method

Please Indicate Partnership Level

We would like to receive more information about:         Making a multi-year commitment

    Group Volunteer Activities/Work Days          Setting up an employee giving program

Other Amount / In-Kind Description with Donor Stated Value: _______________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

Business Name: _________________________________________________________________

Primary Contact Name: __________________________________________________________

Mailing Address: ________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip Code: ____________________________________________________________

Email: __________________________________________________________________________

Phone: _________________________________________________________________________

Signature: ______________________________________     Date: ________________________

Check enclosed for $___________ made payable to HeartLands Conservancy

Please charge $_____________________________________________________________

      Credit Card #:  __________________________________________________________

      Expiration Date: _____________ / _____________      CVV:  ____________________

Send invoice in the amount of $ ______________________________________________

$5,000
Presenting

Sponsor

$2,500
Tree

Sponsor

$1,000
Tree

Sponsor

$500
Tree

Sponsor

In-Kind
Prize

Sponsor


