Planned Giving
Frequently Asked Questions

A simple guide to making a lasting difference for the lands and waters you love.

What is a planned gift?

A planned gift is a way to support HeartLands Conservancy in the
future — often through your will, retirement account, or another part of
your estate plan. It's called “planned” because it's arranged now but
typically takes effect later.

Do | have to be wealthy to make a planned gift?

Not at all. Anyone can make a planned gift. In fact, some of the
most meaningful gifts come from people who want to leave a legacy,
no matter the amount. A gift of any size can make a lasting impact.

What kinds of planned gifts are most common?
The most common are

: %’
* Naming HeartLands Conservancy as a beneficiary of your

* A gift in your will or trust
IRA, DAF, life insurance, or other financial account. w

* Giving real estate or land

* Gifts that pay you income (like a charitable gift annuity)
What's the easiest way to leave a gift?
Adding a few sentences to your will is often the simplest way. Here's one example:

“| give [% of my estate, residual, or $ ] to HeartLands Conservancy, a nonprofit land trust
located in Belleville, Illinois, Tax ID# 37-1273869, to be used for its general purposes.”

We're happy to help you with suggested language you can share with your attorney.

Can | choose how my gift will be used?

Yes. While many donors choose to make an unrestricted gift (so it can be used where most needed),
you can also designate your gift to support farmland preservation, trails, wildlife habitat, or a
particular preserve.

We're happy to work with you to ensure your wishes are honored in a manner that also
addresses our focus areas, strategic conservation efforts, and community impact goals.
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Can | leave land to HeartLands Conservancy?

Yes. We welcome conversations about donating farms,
forestland, cabins (or clubhouses), urban land, small lots,
or other property.

Every property is unique, and we evaluate each gift
carefully to ensure we can fulfill your wishes — whether
that means protecting it as a nature preserve or selling
it to fund other conservation efforts.

What are the tax benefits?

Planned gifts may reduce income taxes, capital gains
taxes, and estate taxes — depending on the type of gift
and your financial situation. For example:

* A gift of appreciated stock may help you avoid
capital gains tax.

e A Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) from
your IRA (if you're 70%2 or older) can lower your
taxable income.

We recommend talking with your financial advisor to
determine what works best for you.

Can | receive income from a planned gift?

Yes. Certain gifts, like charitable gift annuities or
charitable remainder trusts, allow you to receive
regular income — often with tax advantages — while
also supporting conservation in the future.

Can | change my mind later?

Absolutely. Most planned gifts are revocable, which means
you can change your beneficiaries or

gift amount at any time.

What do | need to get started?

All you need is a conversation — with your financial advisor, your attorney, or us. We're here to
answer questions, provide sample language, and help you create a gift that fits your values and
your situation.

Still Have Questions?

Reach out to Mary Vandevord, President & CEO, at (618) 566-4451 x20 or
mary@heartlandsconservancy.org.

All conversations are confidential and without obligation.
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