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Gifts of Real Estate 
If you have property that’s special to you — a home, second home, camp, farm,  

business, or cherished parcel of land — you can transform it into a gift that  

protects the other lands you love and inspires others. 

There are a number of options for how your real estate gift can reflect your vision: 

You can donate property outright.  
•	 A farm, woodland, wetland, meadow, or combination. If your property is comprised of 

undeveloped land, HeartLands Conservancy would either conserve the land and sell it to a 
conservation buyer, so it is never overly developed or potentially create a new nature preserve. 
The decision is made on a case-by-case basis which we can talk about with you. If sold to a 
conservation buyer, the proceeds would go towards other conservation initiatives.  

•	 A camp, home, second home, condo, or business. Many  
people find it helpful to donate their property that may have  
little direct conservation value but can, when sold, have 
a transformative impact on other conservation initiatives. 
Sometimes the property is out-of-state. Other times it’s in  
our region. We handle the details and will clarify the process 
with you.  

•	 You can donate just a portion of your property, depending 
on how the land is configured. We would discuss with you  
how you wanted to see the land conserved, if it was 
appropriate for a nature preserve, or if there was a specific  
project or program you’d like to see the proceeds go towards.   

•	 You can establish life-use of the property through a retained life estate — allowing you to 
continue living on or using the property during your lifetime, with ownership transferring to  
HeartLands Conservancy later. This option is often appealing to people who want to live in their  
home for the foreseeable future yet also want to ensure that their conservation vision is met  
in a streamlined manner.  

Every property is unique, and we would be honored to work with you to determine an approach that  
meets your wishes. You will likely receive significant income tax benefits.  

We’re happy to help you think this through. 
Contact Mary Vandevord, President & CEO, at (618) 566-4451 x20 or mary@heartlandsconservancy.org. 

I want to inspire others 

with similar values to make 

HeartLands Conservancy part  

of their legacy — for today  

and for future generations.

– Susan M.


